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Lhe Henemann Elr Guided Readers provide @ choic of empovable read-
g material for leamess.of English. The series is published ar five
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A Note About This Story

his 1s a story about life in Africa before the Europeans came,

and about the destruction of this life by the Furopeans.
The people in the story lived in a district of Nigeria called
Umuofia. The people of Umuofia were farmers. They produced
goods, such as palm oil, thar the Europeans wanted.

Umuofia was a small district of nine villages. The people of
these villages belonged to the same clan. A clan is a group of
people who live together and share the same customs!. In time
of war, all the people of the clan helped each other and fought
together.

The religion of these people was not Christianity,. The
clansmen had many different gods. Some of the gods were VEry
important. One of the most important gods protected the crops,
and she was called the Earth Goddess. Some of the gods belonged
to a mans family and wooden figures of these pods were kept
in one of the family huts. The clan believed that their customs
[‘IIJI:.:H."E'I._‘LI the eods, and thu',' believed their gud:i would meiSh
people who broke these customs. r

The people of Umuofia did not know much about the rest of
the world. They grew their own food and made their own thi J i
The clan had its own customs, religion and leaders. The way
life in Umuotia had not changed for a long time. but the peap |
were free. They made their own decisions and they chose thel
own leaders. In Umuofia, a man could become a leader as a resull
of his own work and ability. '

The People in This Story

a famous man in Umuotia
Okonkwo's father
Nwoye OQkonkwo's eldest son
Ikemefuna  a boy from another clan
Ekwefi Okonkwo's second wife
Ojiugo  Okonkwao's third and youngest wite
Ezinma  Okonkwo's daughter
Obierika Okonkwo’s closest friend
Ezeudu the oldest man in Umuofia
Uchendu Okonkwo's uncle trom Mbanta
Mr Kiaga  head of the church in Mbanta
Chielo  the priestess of the Gaod, Aghala
Mr Brown  the first English missionary in Umuofia
Mr Smith  the second English missionary in Umuofia
The District Commissioner  the English administrator of the
district

Okonkwo
Unoka




Okonkwo

OL- mkwo lived ina small \'1[].!}_’1' called leuedo, in the distric
of | Imuotia. Tl'll.'fl.' WETNE 1ng \ I|| ifes In | IEI1!|1r|l.|-
Okonkwo  was well-known by evervone in rthe other eight
villages near his home and even by il'--'|l|t living a long way
WLl

5 "l--'lll:-.'u'.'-' sl l‘n.lllu P it s "|'|-|I'L':-. |:| Wil &l YOOI A1,
At oeighteen years old, Okonkwo fought the best wrestlers in all

muofia amnd he won the match. He LI the other man tHat on his
on the Hoor. And everyone was proud of Okonkwo,




Ceonkawo Okonkwo #210 i [ .

yams®. At the ather end of the compound there was a shed for
the goats and each wife had built a small hut for some chickens
near her own hur.

There was a special house near the harns. Okonkwo kept the
wooden figures of his family gods in this house. It was the tamily
shrine and Okonkwo often went there to pray for himself and his
tamily and to give pifts to his gods.

Okonkwo had become one of the greatest men in Umuotia at
that time. Everyone in his clan respected’ him because he was not
like his father,

Okonkwo was now nearly forty years old. His fame had Zrown
like a bush fire* and he was very famous indeed. He was rall and
big and he walked like someone with springs in his feer. He
had thick black eyebrows over his eyes. His nose was wide. If
you did not know Okonkwo, and if you just looked ar him,
you would think he was a serious man and not very kind o
people.

Sometimes Okonkwo would be very angry. When he was
angry, Okonkwo could not say what he wanted to say. So he used
his hands instead of words, and he hit people.

Okonkwo's father died ten years ago. His father was called (S T e e = ;
Unoka. Unoka was 4 very lazy person and he did not like work. i h.h .--| e
He did not like secing blood and he was afraid of fighting. e f&?ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ rﬁ?&:ﬂ i
Unoka had been poor all his life because he never saved any TR BT -,4‘}3_.:;{%5 | rE_tH*'%@i;f:'.fr';- et 0 V(Y
WHCINE ¥ HE - l"( v [ .
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OKONKWO'S HUT

When Unoka had some money he always spent it on lots of
palm wine. He asked all his friends to come to his hut and drink
the wine with him. They used to have a very happy time, sitting
in a circle, drinking and singing songs. He was a sad-looking man
and only seemed 1o be happy when he was making music. Music
made Unoka very happy.

Okonkwo was ashamed® of his father. Okonkwo hated men
who were lazy. And, as he was strong and brave, he hated men
who were afraid of tighting in battles and wars.

When Unoka died, he left nothing for his wife and children.
Okonkwo wanted to be strong and rich and powerful but he began
with nothing. In the village it was not important who your father
was. People knew that Okankwo could do great things.

A few years later, Okonkwo had married three wives. He
owned a large farm and he had a large compound with a thick
wall of red earth round it

Okonkwo's hut was buile behind the only gate in the red walls
of the compound. Each of his three wives had her own hut. Two
barns were at one end of the compound, and they were full of
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lkemefuna Comes to Umuofia
TJ“. III'.iIr W ""i-";' |||||I ol L 1t .1-".l. ITHOOT WHS 174 if H|'||'IJ|'I'_' .I|I-|
there were no h ey children plaving in rhe tields. It was
et LYY wWhern |||| |'-|-|'I- WL |Jr.ll-_|I il f|||. -.[I-rlwi .||_'-.| I-!Il.'.

J‘-'-'|'r | Nsicl LI it |'|I-

R A . .
! |-- I||-. Wil [ 194 st _,_.I_ll !:.I:l |'|I. Wl OUt ,ln_ I '|I|| I=‘I|
I.|| . 4 i 8 | | |
| I I L5 Ehore [ WLUNE L -J-.1|| ,'|,,_ h||1||"" g% "I'In.lq_ll.ll|l'.
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Lkonkwa [ay i bed and heard the < und of a vone beine
|| l |"-. I!-l. [OWh L T1CT, |'|:|n!;|||| W 5 CIYIngE ot |'|_|~,_”-“ T ||-|'I

|| CLinp .'.le e f| ||.|

 The town-crier wa BKINE every man in all the nine villages g
Umuofia to po [ the marker place in the moming. Okonkwg

10

IIIQ’HH’HHM L omes to Ui Wt

knew from the man’s voice that something was wrong. The
meeting in the market-place was going to be important. Okonkwo
listened while the town-crier’s voice became quicter and quieter
¥} rlu- |.|I'~'[;1I:i-.'t-.

Okonkwo guessed the meeting would be about a war with a
neighbouring clan, But he was not afraid of this. In the last war
he was the first man to bring a human head home. That was the
hith human head Okonkwo had Captured. So war did not frighten
him. Okonkwo would o 1o the meeting and find | ut it his guess
Wats COmect or not.

In the moming, the marker place was full of people. There
were about ten thousand men waiting, and they were all talking
juietly, Then one man, who was a good speaker, shouted out,
Umuotia kwenu’ which means "We all greer vou, | 'muatia’. And

veryone shoured back the answer ‘Yaa', which means ‘Umuodia
thanks vou for the greeting’,

The 4] weaker shy ted out wir times. For the first time he taced
the north; for the second, the east; then the south; and for the last
time hi taced ThL' W=l

There was complete silence. Everyone listened. The man
who was speaking touched his white hair with his hand, and
he stroked his white beard, And then he shouted, ‘Umuohy
kwenu' for the fifth time. And again ten thousand men shoured
back 'Yaa'

hen
Mbainis,
SOTETRY peaking r]ilﬂlll'h i J-.l"ﬁ."-.' teeth.

Fhe wild people of Mbaina have killed a young woman whe
Wved here in | Imuofia,” he said.
ngry, but everybody stood still. And
peaple  whar

~||.._|1]|.||['-. tlh.' IMAN FMIJH‘_L'J hir-. f-.'ir_ h;uhi [.-l,n.,mi-.

which was a town not far away. As he pointed, he

T Crowl DA
Yy ilim VI IhL' ‘-,"'l;'.lru'{ m!.l '!|'|l.'
W happened. H. told them thar the wite of Oebuefi had
Wine 1o th at. Mbaino and had been killed there by
CLT

! |l.'.||

I |r.LLI




Tkemefuna Comes 1w Umuofia

The husband of the dead woman Was sitting in the crowd. He
was listening and he looked sad. Evervone in the crowd felt very
angry with the people of Mbaina,

After a lor of talking, the cr wid at the meeting decided 1o
send Okonkwo 1o Mbaino. Okonkwe would give the pe ple of
."'-fH‘-'illl'I!H d ri‘rsm‘t' o tw f]']lﬁL{H. T‘wv could rhmh'r.' IO 2O to war
with Umuofig or they could give 2 v g man and a young woman
to the clan,

All the other districes were afraid of BOINE to war witl
Umuofia, becayse | muotiz was very powertul and serong. [
ever there was 5 quarre] berween another districr and the districy
of Umuofia, the other districe would firsy Y o come to a peacefyl
JdETECIMent.

The people of Mbaine did not WANLTO 2o to war. So they sent
dyoung man and a young woman back wick Okonkwo,

Two days later ( konkwo returned 0 Umuofia wigh a by
of fifteen and 4 young woman. The YOURE woman was given o
Ogbuefi, the man whose wife had been killed. Soon Ovebuefi
Il't.'ii'l"ll.'l.i T"H.' YOUNE woman.,

The boy, called lkemefuna, was riven to Okonkwo, Evervone
agreed thar Okonkwo was the hes man to take care of
the boy,

ﬁknn[:wn TOok fL'r.-nn'nm;l h e and gave hint to his Hrﬁt
Wite,

"This by belongs to the ciats. So Jook atrer him,’ Okonkwe
told her, |

"Will he stay wich us for a long time? she asked her hushand,

‘Do what you are told, woman,' Okonkwo shoured,

0 Okonkwe’ trst wite asked no more questions angd took
tkemefuna to her hur, '

3
Ikemefuna Finds his Best Friend

\x Jhen Ikemefuna firs arrived in Okonkwo's by wse, he was very,

very frightened. He did not know where he was. He
did not know why he was in Umuofia, He did not know the young
woman who came with him from Mhairg L or where she had vone. And
he certainly did not know that his own father had killed the woman
from Umuofig,

lkemetuns only knew thar onge day some men had come to
s house and had talked with his father, Afrer they had finished
talking, the men had taken lkemetuna outside and given him to
| Strange man. Jkemefuna's mother had cried 4 lot when he lefe,
but he had not cried, e had been oo surprised by whar was
§ iPpening.

In the first few days at Umuofia, Tkemefuna was Very
rightened and unhappy and lonely. Onee of twice he tried o
un away burt he did not know where to run to. He often though:
ob his mother and his younger sister. And when he thought of
them, he cried a tot, But Okonkwa's Hrst wite was very kind o
hnn .-r|-.f shi rH'.IH'»II ”CLTIH'HJHH !II:L' one of h:_-r LIWT1 chufdn-n.

M first Tkemefuna was very quiet and spoke very lirtle. When
e did speak, all he said was, When shall | 20 home? He did not
SWE Ny of the food he was given. Okonkwo was very angry when
e heard thor lkeemetuna would not eat. One day Okonkewo came
o the hue wirh 5 big stick in his hand. He stood aver lkemetunz
with the sick lkemetuna shook with fricht. He was 50 frightened
Mt he ate his vam. | le did not want to be beaten by Okonkwo,

Eonkwo lefr the hut afrer lkemefuna had caten all his food.
A won s ( konkwo had left, Ikemefuna went outside and was
R, Me was il] for three weeks and Okonkwo's first wife looked
F him

.




tkemefuna Finds his Best Friend

When Tkemefuna wie better, he seemed to be happier and
hot so trightened. He was beginning 1o get wsed to his new
home and he was finding some new triends. He did not Cry
o often and he did not think of his mother and his sister so
much. In his pew tamily, Tkemetyna found a real friend. His
flame was Nwove, and he was the eldest san of Okonkwo and
his first wife.

Okonkwo thought tha Nwoye was very lazy and he was atraid
that Nwoye would Erow up to be like his grandfather, Unoka, S
Okonkwa kept beating Nwowe and telling him what o do. Nwaye
became a sad-1. oking boy, Like his maother and his sisters, Nwove
was very frightened of his tather,

S0 when Tkemefuna arrived, Nwoye was very happy to have
rameone ta play with him and to ralk to him. lkemetuna, Lo,
was very pleased 1o find another young boy of his own age
m the family. After me time, Nwoye and Ikemetuna became
good friends and they were like two brothers, The two boys went
everywhere together.

Nwoye was two vears younger than [kemefuna, and he
tollowed Tkemetuna everywhere. Nwoye thought that Ikemetuna
knew everyt hing. Tkemefuna knew the names of all the birds,
He could make (rps o carch the little animals whi-;h CAme
out of rhu torest. ."'Lrh| |H* f-;m'ﬁ ]ul.w of stories whi-..‘h ht' mfd
N".'.'H',‘l;'.

Even Okonkwo liked Tkemefuna, But of course he did noe
let anvone know this, Okonkwo never et anyone see that
he was kind, He always had to show people thar he was
strong and  powerfyl, <5 Okonkwo treated lkemetuna in the_
ame way as he treated hie other children — like a v
strict father, In facr, kemefuna called Okonkwo ‘Farheg!
Sometimes Okonkwo let lkemefuna carry his stool and R
goatskin bag® when e went to a big, important meal. T
made Tkemefuna feel very proud. He felt like 4 real son
Okonkwa,

14

Fhe Weel ot Peace

The Wee U_f Peace

E-.-rx vear i Umuofia the people kept a Week of Peace.
*

Phis was always the week before the people planted thisir

Yims. The Week of Peace was the one week in the vear when
veryone had ro I kind to each other, INO One was allowed 1o
Hight anyone else, | lusbands were not allowed to bear their Wives
i I||| Ir i iil.'ll-!rl.'ll |,.:|” L-"Ll -I]L‘Hn? |"'FLIL‘.1' l'f'll.' PREACE,

LM Lfn -‘Iﬂhl" i|h' I"-."‘.u.l-L i1 PL'JI.'L‘. "xﬂ!']{-JI]Ll WO Came ]'h:-lll[
Mtly i the afternoon. He sat and waited for his meal to be

lmuu_‘hr to him., His third wifle, his Younges: wite, -.'.t”L'-J \ ‘-'Illu_:n.
R R0 cook thar dav, Bug Cjiugo was not ay home,

At morming she had pone to see a riend and had no
e bock (0 time o cook the food. Okonkwea waited  for

15




The Week of Peqce

his food. It did NOt come, and he was feeling hungry. So
€ went to his wife's hyt, She was not there, And the fire
was cold.

‘Where is Ojiugo! Okonkwao asked his second wife,

‘She has gone 1o see 4 friend,’ she replied.

Okonkwo bit his lips and became angry.

Okonkwo went back to his own hut and waited for Ojiugo
to come home. When she came back, he beat her very hard, He
was so angry that he forgor it was the Week of Peace. Okonkwo's
first two wives ran out of their huts and asked him ro stop beating
his youngest wife. Okonkwo's neighbours heard Oliugo erying
loudly and they came to see what was happeni ng.

Nobody had broken the Week of Peace for many, many years,
Soon everyhy dy in the village knew that Okonkwe had beaten
his wife, Before darkness came. Ezeani, the priest? of the Earth
Goddess, came ro see Okonkwo.,

Okonkwa greeted Ezeani ang invited him into his
Okonkwo offered him some kola-nyrst® to eat.

'Till".u' AWAY your kulu-lﬁl?ﬁ.' satid E:::H.n[ I
shall not eat in the Jy, use oF @ man who does NOT respect our pods, |
have not come on 4 riendly visit 1o see you. I have come 1o punish
you because you have by ken the Week of Peace.’

Okonkwo told Ezeani the priest thag his third wife had not
come home and had not cooked his dinner, He told the priest
this was the reason he had bearen her. But Ezean; did nort listen,
Instead, he rold Okonkwo to listen to him,

‘Listen to me,' he said to Okonkwo. “You are not g stranger in
Umuofia, You know that we must keep a Week of Peace before
we plant any crops. In that week we must live in peace with Cur
neighbours and oyr family.'

Ezeani paused and looked

"We must not
i‘-l." kﬂik[ [ t"l.'t'I‘..""l
crops for us and

hur,

a sharp woice, 4

at Ok (I!'IEI-IH'R'I. TJ':I:H

¥
1
[

he went onag
hurt anyone continued Ezeani, *and Wi T
dy. Then the Earth oddess will proteet
they will grow well,”

16

The Week of Peunf LF i

Okonkwo sat and listened and said nothing, so Ezeani

continued talking, wy
‘Okonkwo, you have done an evil!! thing. You have beaten
your wife in the Week of Peace. Your wite was not good because
she stayed away from home, but you should not have ha.:ar_enL her.
Your evil can hurt the whole clan,’ continued Fzeani. ‘The
Earth Goddess may not help us and our crops may not grow well.
Then we will all die of hunger. : .
You must do something to please the Earth Goddess,” Ezean;
sid to Okonkwo. “You must take to the ::hr:lm' ot the Earth
Cioddess one goat, one hen, a long piece of cloth, and one
hundred cowrie shells!?,’ |
When Ezeani finished speaking, he got up and left the hut.
So the next day, Okonkwo visited the shrine of rh_u Earth
Cioddess. He brought with him everything Ezeani had said.
W TA sy R AR
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e Wreseling Mawh

] 1 i v
Ukonkwo hoped the Goddess would f

Nis third wite, konkwe wae reall
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Il‘r-lllllll- 1|I-Ir Ilh g % L el s 11 |].|'|.] ill‘hl:ll 21

L Okonkwo did nat tell

s anvone thar hi

The 1 [t
he rest of the clan knew that Okenk
L]H W .|i.rr i 'IL._.||i;'|_I,._. III.I|.| T.IJ{-. I [.J|,|.

[ il ¥ i
¢ Earth (G ddess, bur they wi ndered i he
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II ey did not think Okonkwe
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EIs
was really sorrw
really respected the mod
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whiart they told him. Ok we
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WS sormy

In the past, | i/
e past, -Ilk&i}}“' broke thie Week of Peace were olten

killed [hiy were kicke
VETC K u.r T -||II..| TJM | ||r|r1| :J'IL"I. -.rlru.r T|]-L’

clansmen thouehr that konkwo was very lucksy

L |-I1. punishment for doing such an evial thing, u“'n'-:
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Okonkwo was

[ et *nlhrl I
kwo had heen
it he was betrer tha

i ' the gods,
d very proud man indeed.
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The Wrestling Match

On ||1|- frst day of the New Year, every family always cooked g
meals and invired friends to ear with them, But the seq ond diay ¢

the: New Year was  always  the  day or
';i.rmr.l']u-c match, Most people did not know whlh.'lh of tJ'u-wrt::u
!I:-i.::.i.r-ll‘rﬂ Ih-rh-r. Bur ';_'.'lmn-]c.u.-u'm second wife, uhn:!-n'.n*ﬂnc '
Ny hiked the day of wresthing more than the day of fesqsti
& Ekwefi was always happy when she ¥
t:L.LL-,TIIE:.l.:,iPH always remembered the

Ekweti had

W wrestline maee
match when she h’rst-'

been a very beautiful voung girl, She had fall

[ &

rzive him for beatipe

The Wresting March

love with Okankwo as soon as she saw him at the wrestling march.
she had nor married Okonkwo then because he was oo poor. But
+ tew years larer, Ekweti had run away and had gone to live with
Okonkwo.

All this happened many years ago. Ekweli was now forty-tive
vears 0ld. But she still loved watching wrestling matches and this
Jay she was feeling very excited.

It was nearly midday on the second day of the New Year.
“kweti and her only daughter, Ezinma, were sitting by the fire.
Fhey were cooking the dinner.

suddenly they heard the sound of the drums in the distance.
The drums told evervone that the wrestling match would soon
begin, The drumming came from the direction of the village
plaveround. The wind brought the sound of the drums
Ckonkwo's compound. The drumming was quick and happy.
konkwo began to move his feet o the bear of the drums.
Like Ekwefi, Okonkwo became very excited. Okonkwo and
his family walked to the playground. Nearly everybody in the
Village was there = the men, the women and the children. All
the people stood round in a circle. The centre of the playeround
wis cripty. The old men and the important men in the village
st an stools brought by their own children. Okonkwo sat on
e ool Tkemetuna had carried for him. Evervbody else was
Illlrnlllu-_: L.

Fhe wrestlers were not ar the playground yet and everyone
W Lstening o the drummers. There were three drummers and
¥ st i drone of the circle of people who were watching. The

W men had seven drums in a long wooden basket. They were

e the drums with sticks, moving from one drum to another

e very quickly
AL list, the two teams of wrestlers danced into the circle. The
L shouted as loud as they could and they clapped their hands
h"l‘ltltl .Tlll. [ se oof I||lt -.,|I'|Jrl]'- 2O ||'-|_|d|.;r .1|1L| L|'1|; iH.'-.l[1[1_'
rwand, They wanted to see everything.

&




The Wrestling Match

The wrestling march started with boys who were tifteen or
sixteen years old. There were only three boys in each ream. They
were not good wrestlers. The first twa matches were finished ve ry
quickly. But the third match made everyone sh it with great jow,

One of the boys moved ver quickly. He moved so quickly that
nobody had time o see what was happening. Almost immediately
the other boy was flat on his back on the ground. The e wid

jumped up and down and shouted and clapped. They made s
much noise thar no one

drums.,

Okonkwo was so excited thar ke jumped ro his feet and sae
down again. Thre young boys ran towards the boy who had
won. His name was Maduks and he was the son of Obierika,
Okonkwo's friend, The three boys picked Maduk
him on their shoulders through the

could hear the drummers beating their

cheering erowd,
Then the drummers stopped and had a shorr rest. They

wanted a rest before the seart of the important matches. Their

i"w.|t1."~ shone with swear, Thiy WLTe very how indeed,

When the drummers had rested and were ready again, they!
picked up ther sticks and began to drum loudly. It was the time
tor fhl.' Imen o 1|-'|rl."“[|'i.' ey, TfH' IWo teams SLLM hi #LH.‘II]E-', CAg
ather across the empty circle. Then one Young man from g

team danced acrow the centre of the circle to the ather s

erson in the other team who he wianted
hight. Then the v both danced back to the centre and came ¢l €
luﬂrthu'r O start '.-.nw.'hnu.

He poinred to on r

There were twelve men on each side and each side ook i

turns to ask another person o tight. The last march was bet !
the two leaders of the rwo teams. These two men were the tw
best wrestlers in all the nine villages in Um
crowd wondered which man would win,

When this |as match began it was getring, dar 41Thﬂ

: W |

had gone down, The drummers beat their dryms wildly and
crowd shy red and ffu'd.‘rr-.f as loud as they could. Ew:rynne

uotia. Everyone in gl

0
= b

Ihe thirdl march made everyone shout with Jory.




The H"’T‘L".Ifmg Muatch

O
S0 excited thar they pushed fedarer the cenrre of the circle ard

nobody conld keep them back.

The crowd knew these tuy wrestlers, They had seen these twa
men fight in 4 Wrestling mgreh the vear before. I that march they
were equal angd neither of the men was thrown an the sround.

lkemefuna is 1o (3o, Home

Everyvone wondered if the amm-!iun_uu.*.u.uie.i h.’l]_"j"l-l.'HJj_,’.{j!]. J una lived with ¢ konkwo and his Pmily for thre T

l::_}!H.' (8} | LhL' u'rvnrh'rw. t';l”L'-i ”{:_'ZLIL'. EH‘M LIt hr_-q ;-||_Ir]“- rJRH'?II;.L Fhe lem lers of th i f.|r| SCCTed oy v OMEotten gy it hirm
The other man, called Okafy, erabbed Ikezye's hand ang they remetuna was now Young man of cighpeen and he wiis
came closge Rether, It was N exciting magch. Ikezue tried it oy A strang and very lively. He was very happy living e
put his righy heel hehind Okafa to push him over backwar s [y “W0's family and he was like a @ elder bother g oy
Okafa was Waiting tor this, The two men held each other tightl 4 1nd and Nwoye wer - At Tiends and they R I0eL of
Tfln‘Friilm.'rrh in HIIVII.Irlll‘--irldﬂﬂIfht'lrInh'!-cuhhh.!irl:n.T?]L' f!EI ' W THne w R AT ||-~-‘|ur NWOve tel STOWN up wh n he Was wirh
looked equal again. F ferchung

A rhios moment, Tkezue bat A quickly on s YD Tkemelfuna and NWOYE St with onkwo in ki W
tried o throw | kafa hack wards over hi head. By this was it, They UENt they were gy old to sit with NWoyes mothe
wrong thing 1, do. It was g bad mistake. Okafs suddenly rag ' N sisrer menmes Nwoves m ther asked Nw ye w tind wood
his right Jee and fe UL it over lkezise’s head. Thett e II'“: d R | dO some ather job, \ hen his mother wanred Nwove.
Tkeghsa Hown on 0 the cround with a] his strength. These el . B pretend o b mery. He would complain abougr
on his hacl : TR trouble they made T men.

Okals was the Winngr, The crowd cheered loudly ang g PRonkwo was v "V pleased with Nwoye as hy premed ito by
People who had wanted Okafa 1 win ran towards him 58 i e young man. Okankwe Knew that Jem S
picked iﬂ:'L'.II‘A up and P h”” on their Hh““hh.ﬁ_ and ca '  h Il ¢h e Nwioy TOm 2 we 1K oy LD - & srrone
him home, Oy, the way 10 their village they sang happily - . !
rhn.' Yo L{IFI'- i Il.lf."p"nf [hur h.ir]l.f:'-. E'I.TJ"I.'HIH.' Wis '..'r.'r}* p! ' Ao ko Vils VYT, i‘-"-'lhi OF Dol |'--‘-. 5. | .I-L WAl Lf .""-uunu' [
and they werg Proud of Okafa. The New Year had begun |y RN man, He w techim to be a o 10 could ook after
for thm all. Mk, fmily wh ] L‘-‘L-lnhun Wis I.JL-;|'||I l"LuJIJ-.'u'u- Wity

R be rich, with en, ugh food to feed his own family, NG

YREY Dappy to hear N WOy complain abog woimen, This
I Hr WIS F'-..'.'.l W Wi -|.|||1. r ['Il.' '|.'|.'1|I-|ll.] I:"I._ rl."r':' Lk '::”1*!
|h. TATH [ |.||||'|. |||I-".1.i'1.'«.'-.

MR W e sked the two bowe o sit with him in his ht
1 hllql T M SLOFIes 3y it | Ilel-'fl.l. T|I|l.."'"..' SUOI s W [T
¥ Wore 1H| |--|.||||_' and WA, \Jh--u ]I*-?L'IH'-.II o the
f TN AT that Ought tor like thems, B secretly he stifl

FF
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Ikemefuna is to Go Home

liked the stories his mother used to tell him when he Was young.

His mother's stories were not about fighting and wars h
about animals and hirds. Nwoye knew these stories were for stupig
women and children and he knew that his father wanted him to
a man. So Nwoye pretended to like the stories his father told hi
Then Okonkwo was happy and he did not beat Nwoye any mo _

One day, Okonkwo was sitting in his hur with lkeme
and Nwoye. He was cating some food and drinking palm wi
Suddenly his friend, Oghuef; Ezeudu, came into the hyt.

Ezeudu was the oldest man in that part of Umuofia. He
a very brave man and sveryone respected him. Okonkwo offere
Ezeudu some food, but he would not take any. Ezeudu a
Okonkwo ro go outside the hur as he wanted to el
something. The two men walked outside so the rwe boys ca
not hear them talking. Fzeudy spoke, |

‘That boy, lkemefuna, calls you “Father”. Do not help to
him," said Ezeudu to Okonkwo.

Okonkwo was very surprised to hear these words, He |
going to speak, when Ezeudy spoke again,

Yes,” said Fzeudu, Unwofia has decided 1o kill lkem
Our clan god, the Oracle™ of the Hills and the Caves, has sa
must be killed, The people will take Tkemefuna outside Um
and they will kill him there.”

Okonkwo did not speak, so Freudy continued. :

‘But you must not help kill Tkemefuna.' said Ezeudu. ‘He
You “Father” and you must na help to kill him, If you help
the Oracle will not be pleased.'

Early the next day, a group of important men from
mine villages in Umuofia went o Okonkwo's house,
lkemetuna and Nwoye out of the hut. Then they spoke
to Okonkwo. These men stayed for only a short time.
left. Okonkwo sat in his hut with his head resting in his
did not move. |

In the afternoon, Okonkwo called lkemefuna inta _

24
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Ukonkwo told him that the men were going to rake him home the
next day. Nwoye cried when he heard that Ikemefuna was going
sway. Okonkwo immediately beat Nwoye very hard because he
Was Crying,

Ikemefuna did not know what to think. He did not really want
10 20 home. He had forgotten what his home was like. Of course,
he still missed his mother and his sister. Ikemefuna wanred to see
them again. But he felt a little afraid. lkemefuna felt he was not
woing o see either his mother or his sister ever again,

18
The Death of Ikemefuna

next day, the men reumed to Okonkwol house. They
hid 0 big pot of wine with them. They wore their best clothes,
Woked as if they were going to a big meeting of the clan or on a
W another village. These men had bags over their shoulders and
wrtied matchets. Okonkwo got ready quickly. They
the compound and Tkemefuna carried the pot of wine on

fiest all the men were talking and laughing. But the further
Weit, the quicter they became. The sun got hotter and
in the forest began to sing. The only noise was the
g und the sound of men’s footsteps on the ground.
Wi silent. lkemefuna wondered why nobody was

il he fele a little afraid.
Rotpath por very narrow. They were right in the middle
- The trees were getting bigger and taller. Some were
With climbing plants. The forest looked as if nobody

&3




The Death of Ikemefuna

had been in it tor years and vears. The sun shone through the
leaves and the trees and made patterns of light and shade on the
ground.

lkemefuna heard a man whispering behind him. He wrned
routud 1o see who it was. The man was telling the people to
!Illlr"| ||'|.'|..

"We still have a long way to go,' the man said, 'so we must
hurry.

Then this man and another one went to the front and started
walking more quickly. Everyone then walked more quickly.
lkemetuna was in the middle of them all. The men were still
carrying their matchets and Tkemetuna still had the pot of wine
on his head.

Ao birst, lkemefuna had been frightened. But he was not
Wightened any more because Okonkwo was walking right behind
Wi, Tkemetuna telr safe. Okonkwo was like a real father to him.
Wemetuna had never liked his own father and he had forgotten
Wi atrer three yvears. But he loved Okonkwo.

suddenly one of the men walking behind Tkemetuna made a
Wi 11 his throat. lTkemetuna looked round and the man told him
W walk onand not to look back. He spoke in a frightening voice.
B volce made lkemefuna’s whole body go very cold. Tkemetuna
wie trighrencd. His hands shook a little as they held the pot
U AT
Whomectuna looked back again quickly, Okonkwo was not
Wing behind him now, He was right at the back of the line
e
S Wometunia's legs began to shake. He was afraid o look back
: The mun behind him raised his matcher quietly and quickly
wight it down on lkemefuna’s head. Okonkwo heard the
hit the por of wine. The pot tell oft ITkemetuna's head and
i the ground. Okonkwo heard Tkemehuna cry out.

Sy Bather, they have killed me,’ Tkemetuna cried.
etetun ran towards Okonkwo. Okonkwo was very afraid,

I

Lie footpath got very narrow. They were right in the 21
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The Death of tkemefune

but he raised his own matcher angd brought i down ongg 8
lkemefuna's head and killed hipm. Okonkwo did NOt want o : ; -
do this. He Was very afraid. And he loved Tkemefuna. Bur he (}kﬂﬂku’ﬂ Tﬂik.h toa F TIETld

Was afraid thar his triends would think he was weak if he did nog
kill Ikemefunz,

The Oracle had said that lkemefung fyad to die. Bur it had als !
said thar O, mkwo should not help o kil Ikemefuna, Okonkwe
had broken one of the rules of the clan becayse he was so prowd.

konkwo did noy eat any food for threc days after the death
( of Ikemefuna, By he drank palm wine from early in the morning
until lare ar p ight. He was very tired and his €YeS  werp
red and anery looking. Okankwo often called Ny e ineo his hue, He
wanited Nwove to sir with him. Bur N e was atraid and used to leave
the hur quietly if his father went o sleep,

konkwo did not sleep ar night time. He tried no 1o think
#hour Tkemefuna, but he couldn’ stop thinking about him.

Line night he couldn’t sleep at all so he 2ot up from his hed
W walked around rhe compound. His legs were very weak angd
Wkonkwo found it difficult to walk. :

He felt very cold and his bady shivered!T,

Wn the third day afrer ] kemefuna's death, Okonkwo asked his
oond wife, Ekwefi. 1o cook some bananas for him. Ekwefi was
o cook and she cooked bananas with fish. This was the
Dkonkwo liked them. When the food was ready, Ezinma,
kows daugheer, rook it to him.

You have not caten any food for twa days," Fzinmg said. "You

L ent ull this.’

Binma sar down on the ground near Okonkw, heand put her
Mimight out in frong of her. Okonkwo ate the food quickly.

s Lhot enjoy ir. He looked ar Ezinma who was ten years old.
feeling you have when you walk alone in the forest ar nigh Wikh Ezinma was « boy, Okonkwo said o himself. And he
it is very dark.

il h'l i mece of f]f:-'- 'hi‘i
Nwoye had the same weak feeling now when b ind bring me some cold water o drink,” Okonkwe
walked inpo the house withont Ikemefuna, At that 10 , :
Nwoye [ost his love for his father. Nwoye felt very unhappy g I 0 out of the hy ating the piece of fish, and Cain
felr very, very lonely, His life was now empty. Now he had D& bowl of cool water. Okonkwo took the bow] and drank

Lo talk iy, Tr H\.. He de some Imore !]ﬁh -'jl'h.I l’ht.'l'l ]:‘l'l.lﬁh!.‘d [‘j'it'

As soon as Okonkwo walked into the house thar night, Ny, y
telt and knew that Tkemefung had been killed. Something deey
down inside him seemed to break, Ir s like the lﬁrr:ak
of a tight String. Nwoye did Ot cry, bur his whole g
Went weak,

He had once felt the same way when he had been m ;
vounger. One day he had been walking through the forest w
his family, Was night and in the darkness they had heard
sound of a baby ¢ rying. The women had stopped talking and thy
walked quickly, _

Nwoye had heard stories that twin!® babies brough had
to their parengs, S0 mothers who had rwins put the twing
Pots and threw them Way into the Evi] R rest'®, Thar y 1§
tirst time Nwoye had seen this done, He telt cold al] OVer w
he heard the baby crying and he fel trightened too. It wa

]
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Ceonbaco Talks t a Friengd

plate away from him, Ezinma ook the plage and the bowl angd
went back o her mother's g,

| wish Ezinmy were a boy, Okonkwe said to himsely again,
then thoyghy about Tkemefuns azain and he
¢ tried to forger lkemetung but he coyld not do sal
might aboyy him all the time,

Why have | become like 4 shivering ol woman! Okonkwy
asked himself Everyhody in al] the nine villages knows thar | any
a brave man, | have killed five men in bartle. Why am | like 4 weal
woman becayse | have also killed 4 young boy? | have become liks
4 woman,

Thinking these thoughs, Okonkwa umped to his feet an
WENT 10 visir hie riend, Obieriks, Obierika was Sitting undep

tree, in the shade. The two men greeted each ather ang Obierdh

Fook ﬂf-:nﬂlcﬁ'n It hi:-. hm. h
‘| was COming to see yoy s00n," Obieriks said to him,
‘Is everything 4 right? asked Okonkwe, T8

*Yes. | am happy because my daughter js BOINE 1O per my
so0omn,” rt'pii{‘d {"'f";it'rﬂm-

Tust then, Obierikas o n,
Maduka pree
out to him,

Come and shake
wrestling three Vears
ground. You made

Maduk
he lefr the
Obierika,

‘Maduka will be Yery successtul in ifp
had a son like him, | would be very happy. ,

1 am worrjed about Nwoye,’ continued  Okonkyygy,
wrestled with o howl of yams, the how of yams would the
on the pround. None Emy sons is like me. Who will gake
when I am dead?

Maduka, Came into the 1
ted Okonkwe and turned o leave, Okonkwe ca

said, *] sap
other b Y on

hands with me,” Okonkwo
g0, when you threw the
me very happy,'

smiled ang shook han

Is with Okonkwo, T
hut. After he had '

gone, Okonkwo tu

said {']k:!t‘tk

1)

k

It Ezinma W re

L "|':.-'r..|l-.:[|' jrnlll.l[{'- ik ¢ |'I'."I'|'.' |.II

a boy 1 would he Yery happy indeed. Ezinma's

i -|.|.. ".l.ll.[" ll|l\.l '|'||.-\- Wil

ot life are p

LIon'e worry abou your:sons," replied Obig rika. ‘They ar

5 L LRI T ER T
115 ape, |

said Okonkwe “When | wiis |

INWOve is O W00 young,

NWOvE I8 now filteen,!

WING alteg |II".H|.'||]. "\iln 1y |r|-:'rlul.

|
| FHAE o |E FRECCR ] JI.I".'!, -.i-'|ll.. Iy |"I. sU TO Misike .Ii'illl LT R S

but he is too much like his mather
Drerik l Ehit -||_-f|r. ."‘\E'.'.-*'-.-; I OO0 much [k I::*- |'!‘.*||»§|’.I'I'|c I,
f T Jn'“||.,|| not say this L | I|.---'|'II'-.".'-I-. |I|'-'L.IL|. hi YN 1
nkwor aly Wt the killing of Lkemefunn
on't understand Why you refiised W come with ys to kil
Yo Ikemetuna ! ( onkw sl 1o Obieril |
use | didn't wan 0, replied Obierika ey, 'l was
il |.:|.'!.|~ .'].-.rl |.i:| L .Ij.ll.]'. Wiis J.'-_'|.! 1.'|.|||L (1 W 5311 rl'.||
Ftuna had o die? sked Olonkwa
K the Tacle '-.'..IWH'_:]J-E.IH.II-..J' 'i:'l-.f!L.s. "B |i||.'l rack

e to-helpdell kemefuns
OF, e ,"-|Ir.] ! 'i-.u'llj*. Wi

Wi rH.'hl L |‘rll-'I 'l.|l. BT

i'-l|f o W0 TR T ||.'Lflr -|-Ii|

one would hav killed

Miise W s made Ohbierika VErY angry, He thought that

RN NTE | 11T ll_--'l.'.'.lr._l

1 Ukonkwa,' sid Obierika, ‘that | am not atraid of
Wl ler me el You one thing, m tricnd. If | wer yo, |
Bave sty it home, | would not hav, killed Tk meluna.
Wi | [ e will P i*|1'.nl' Ifh' k arth | ' -|.|'|.||1'--. e saidl
B elun b o be killed. but she told You not to help
T eSS Canno punish me. replied ( Weonkwio.
Wt to kil Jke Metuna. The Orael st Tkemefung

bierika. ‘I the Oracls siaidd that mv

11




_Eﬂnm':s Hness Ezinma's liness

Ekwefi knelt down beside Ezinma. She felt the child’s head.
It was hot. Ekwefi had only one child and she loved Ezinma very
much. Ekwefi had had ten children and nine had died when they
were still very young. So Ekwefi loved Ezinma very much indeed.
When Ezinma was born she was a weak baby. But everyone
thought she would live. So Ekweti looked atrer her very carefully
« that she would become a strong girl. Sometimes Ezinma would
be lively and very healthy. At other times she would be tired
.'|I1l.l lu

Everyone knew that Ezinma was an oghanje. An oghanje is a
child rhar dies many times and retumns to its mother to be bomn
again. An aghanje child is often healthy one day and ill the next.
[zinma was like this. But Ezinma had lived longer than most
opbanje children. Perhaps she had decided to stay alive. Ekwefi
began to believe thar Ezinma would not die.

An oghanje child is joined to the world of the Spirits™ by a
special kind of stone. If this special stone can be found and can
be destroyed, then the child will live.

A medicine man®® had found Ezinma's stone when she was
mine years old. It was a smooth stone, wrapped in a dirty piece of
choth. That medicine man was famous in all Umuofia. He knew
pverything about oghanje children and where the special stones
pould be dug up. He had found Ezinma's special stone, and he
b dug it up and destroyed it. So Ezinma was not joined to the
worhd of Spirits any more. Ekwefi had believed that Ezinma could
e e, But now Ekwefi was very frightened. Ezinma was very ill.
w she would die trom her fever.

Okonkwo returmned from the forest, carrying a large bundle
owves and grasses and roots of trees. These would make good
e, He went into Ekwefi's hut

SWve me a pot,’ Okonkwo said to his wife. ‘And leave the
mlone.!

wkwor chose the best leaves and grasses and roots and cur
W He put them into the pot. Ekwefi poured some hot water

son must die, | would not disagree with the Oracle. But 1 would
not kill him myself.’
And so the two men talked about the killing of Ikemefuna for
a long time,
Okonkwo felt better after he had talked to Obierika abour the
murder. Okonkwo had been silly. He had done too much thinking
and not enough work. But now he felt happier.
‘I must go home and do some work on the farm,” Okonkwo
said. 'l must tap my palm trees and see how they are.’
‘Well, goodbye,’ said Obierika. ‘Come back and see me soon.”
1 shall return very soon as | want to see your brave son,
Maduka, again,’ replied Okonkwo.
Then Okonkwo left and went back to his own hut. He felt
much happier person.

9

Ezinma’s Illness

Fnr the first time in three months, Okonkwo slept well. He
woken up very carly in the morning. Somebody was knockin
hard on his door.

“Who is that? he shouted. It was Ekwefi.

‘Ezinma is dying,’ she said in a very sad voice.

Okonkwo jumped out of bed quickly, opened the door and
to Ekwefi's hut. Ezinma was lying on a mat near a big fire. The
had been burning all night. Bur although Ezinma was near
tire, she was shivering.

‘Ezinma has a fever'®,” Okonkwo said.

Then Okonkwo picked up his matchet and went into
torest to cut some leaves and some grasses. With the leaves
grasses he could make medicine to stop the fever.
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onto them, She then put the pot an the fire. Okonkwo left her and
went to his own hut.

‘Witch the por caretully,’ he told Ekwefi as he was leaving.
Dlon’ |L'= I |'-|-||-I'-l. e J4 il L]l't*-,.l” rlu Lfi b 'l.||l'- =5 117 [||! |{'.|"|'|."‘1|||l|l.|
roots will po.'

S0 Ekweti watched the pot very caretully. It did not boil over.
Later, Okonkwo came back to look ar the por. Ir was ready.
‘Bring a small stool and a thick mar,! Okonkwo told Ekwefi,

Okonkwo took the pot and put it on the floor by the stool, He
then caretully picked up Ezinma and put her on the stool near the
STEHIINE o

Okonkwo threw the thick mar over the top of both Ezinma

Exinma’s Goes Away

and the pot. Ezinma tried to get away from the hot, thick steam,
but Okonkwo held her down. She started to Cry.

At last the mar was taken away. Ezinma was viery wet and very
hot. Ekweti dried her with a cloth. Then she picked Ezinma up and
put her on a dry mar on the floor. Ezinma was soon fast asleep.

After a tew J.iu'g.'ﬂ. Ezinma was better .|11L{ Wils u'.|]|-.;i|5n: about.
Feweti was very happy. She knew that Ezinma was not going 1o

e now.

10
Ezinma Goes Away
he night was very, very dark. There was no moon. Fzinma

il her mother, Ekweti, had finished eating their supper.
They were sirting on @ mat on the floor, near a lamp. They could

hot see anything without the lamp. It was oo dark to do anv
Work so Ekwehi and Ezinma told stories to each other.

Fainma was telling a story when she suddenly stopped. She

Mapped because she heard a loud high voice shouting in the

Bance. [t was the voice of Chielo, the priestess of the god
.'l.bl.i

Lhilelo was prophesying. She often prophesied abour people.
F lold people what was going to happen to them. But tonight
FWinds were meant for Okonkwo. So everyone in Okonkwo's
| ll\l Ustened caretully,

'ﬁul"*'l-' - 100! -‘j'iill"kllii l]lh*':ﬁ'*t:".h' ﬁ;‘iid the Yolce.
Whwol Aghal cken gio-o-0-0! Agbala cholu ifu ada ya
IR -0

e words meant thar the god, Aghbala, wanted to see




Exmma Goes Away

Okonkwo wenr outside the hut. Chielo, the priestess, went
into Okonkwo's compound and ralked to him.

Chielo told Okonkwo many times that the god, Aghala,
wanted to see Ezinma. Okonkwo rephied every rime that Ezinma
was asleep and he asked Chielo o come back tor Ezinma the next
moming. Chielo ook no notice of Okonkwo and still asked for
Ezinma. Okonkwo still asked the priestess to come back the next
moming because Ezinma had been ill and was fast aslecp.

Suddenly Chielo sereamed out loudly.

‘Take care, Okonkwo,' she said. ‘Do not ignore the wishes
of Apbala. Is it wise for a man to ignore the wishes of a gad?
Take care.’

Usually evervone obeyed Chielo immediately. They did not
ask guestions. Bur Okonkwo wanted to make Chielo wait tor
Ezinma. He was not really afraid of Agbala.

Chielo walked straight past Okonkwo and went into Ekweti's
hut.

Where is Ezinmal” she asked. ‘Agbala wants to see her.'

"Where does Agbala want ro see Ezinmal’ asked Ekweti,

‘In his house in the hills and the caves,” replied Chielo.

‘1 will come with you,’ said Ekwefi.

‘How dare vou po to see Agbala unless he asks to see you!” said
the priestess. ‘Uive me Ezinma.'

Ekwefi gave Ezinma to Chielo.

‘Come, my dear,’ said Chielo to Ezinma. ‘1 will carry you on
my back. Then you will not know that the journey is long.'

Ezinma began to cry because she was afraid.

‘Don't cry,’ said Ekwefi. “The priestess will bring you back
home soon.

‘Don’t be afraid,’ said Ekweli again: and she stroked Ezinma's
head.

Then Chielo, the priestess, went down on ene knee and
Ezinma climbed onto her back. Ezinma was still crving a little,

‘Apbala do-o-0! Agbala ekeneo-o-0-0!" Chielo shouted these

6

- The Cave of Aghala

sreetings again to her god as she left the hut. Ezinma cried loudly
and called to her mother. The two voices of Ezinma and Chielo
disappeared into the thick darkness of the night.

Ekwefi suddenly felt very weak. She looked in the direction of
the vaices. Soon Ekwefi could not hear Ezinma's voice. she heard
only the voice of Chielo, which was getting quieter and quieter in
the distance.

; I:Wlw are you standing there looking stupid? said Okonkwo
o+ his wife. ‘Ezinma hasn't been stolen from you.”

But Ekweti did not listen o her hushand. She stoad stll for a
hort time and then she walked quietly through Okonkwo's hut
wid went outside.

Where are you going? asked Okonkwo.

1 am going to follow Chielo, replied Ekwefi. And she walked
Sut into the darkness. Okonkwo sat down and thought.

11
The Cave of Agbala

he voice of the priestess was getting quieter and quieter.

Fkwefi hurried to the footpath outside the compound and
wirned lef ta follow the voice.

It was a very dark night and Ekwefi could not see anything.
She began to run and she fell down many times. The night was
cold bur Ekwefi was hot because she was running.

The priestess was stll shouting our in the darkness ahead-
Pkwehi followed l_fhiulu. She did not want to get o ::lf._ﬁt: [
{ hielo. 1f Chielo turned round suddenly and saw Ekwefi, she
wionild be very, very angry. But Ekwefi did not walk very far behind
L hielo because she did not want to lose the priestess.
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Suddenly Ezinma sneezed and Ekwefi became happier. She
knew thar Ezinma was still alive, And then the priestess suddenly
Ht'rL'LllrIL'L[ LT,

Somebaody is walking behind me!" shouted the priestess. ‘o
back whoever you are. Agbala will punish you. He will twist your
neck until your head is looking backwards.”

When Ekwefi heard these words she stoc il still. She was
territied. She did not know if she ought to go or aor Lo return
home. She waited until the priestess was further ahead and then
she began to follow her again,

At last, Chiela reached the path to the caves,

The priestess walked on and went into the entrance of one of
[h'-‘ CAYEs, Tllia Weks Ll'll' ]ILJI!IL' of lhl.' M n.|. .’\L'_i[";il.t.

The entrance to the cave was very small and Ekwefi did no
know how the priestess and Ezinma got through ir. Ekweti stood
outside the cave and started to cry. Tears ran down her face. She
sat down on a large stone and waited, She was not atraid now
because she was sure Ezinma would be all night.

Ekweti sar and waited tor a long time. Suddenly she heard 4
nose behind her. She tumed round and saw o man standing
there. He had a matchet in his hand. Ekwefi screamed and jumped
to her feet.

Don't be foolish,” said the man's voice,

It was the voice of Okonkwo. He had tollowed Ekwefi,

| thought you were gomng into the cave after the priestess,’ he
saicl. “You would be toolish to do thae,

Ekwefi did not answer her husband. But she was very pleased
to see him. She cried with happiness. Ekwefi knew also that
Ezinma was safe.

‘Ekweti, go home and sleep,' said Okonkwo. ‘] will wait here.!

I will wait here with vou," said Ekweti. ‘It is almost dawn, The
[‘]1'}! cock has JUst Cr e,

S0 Okonkwo and Ekweti sat outside the cave and waired,

A tew hours larer, ( hielo, the priestess, crawled out of the

is
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Chielo walked into Okankwo's compound and into Ekwefi's
hut. She went into Ekwefi's bedroom and put Ezinma carefully on
bed. Then the priestess walked away and said nothing. She did

I =]"-.';|L 1.-;|1'|1,|"1h]1,. iy ok

Ezinma was safely back ar home. She was alive and well. Both
el Yeonkwo were very happy. Thev knew Ezinma wottld
kweht and Okonkwo wer I
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12
The Funeral of Eveudy,

0-di-di-go-di-go, Di-go-go-di-go. This was the sound made
by the big drym being beaten,

Diim! Diim! went the big gun as well, )

It was early in the morning. It was dark and everyone was stil
in bed and fast asleep. But the sound of the drum and the Tun
woke everybody up. The men in the villages listened carctully
They were worried because the drum meant that somehads
was dead.
The sound of the drum went a long way. The way the 1
was beaten pave 4 message. This drum told everyone in all the
nine villages that somebody had died. The drum beat out the n
and said, ‘Umuofia obodo dike’, which means “the land of th
brave™. ‘Umuofia obodo dike” it said, many times, '
Everyone in the villages listened to the drum and was 4
They did not know who was dead, ]
Then the drum bear the name of the village where the de
man lived. [t was Okonkwo’s village. Ar last, the drummer b ;'

out the name of the dead man. His name was Ezeudis
Okonkwo heard the name of his friend, Ezeudu, he shi I
Okonkwo remembered the last time the old man had come
see him. It was the time when Ezeudu had said 1o Okonkwao,
boy, Ikemefuna, calls vou Father. Do not help to kill him.? :
Ezeudu was 4 VEry important man in the village any
cveryone in the clan was at this funeral. Drummers v

beating the drums of death, and the guns were firis
show him respect. Men ran abour in all directions.
down every tree they could see and killed every animal §
found. They Jumped over walls and danced on the ol
Ezeudu was an important man, he was going to be |
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after dark. A tarch of fire was going to be the only light ar
the funeral.

Just before Ezeuduy was buried, the drummers beat louder and
the men jumped up and down into the air Some people were
iring guns. Okonkwo had brought an old gun with him angd
he was waving it high in the air. The drums beat and the men
danced. They all became very excited. Guns fired the Jast shors
before Ezeudy was buried. The noise was VEry great,

Then suddenly, 4 cry of pain and shours of tear came from the
centre of all the noise, Everyone became silent immediarely. A
young boy lay dead in the centre of the crowd, He lay in a pool
ol blood, The young boy was one of the sons of the dead man,
Beeudu. He was on ly sixteen years old.,

he young boy had been dancing with his brothers in the last
Mance for his father, Okonkwo's gun had exploded?’ by accident
Wikl & picce of iron from the gun had gone into the boy's heart and
Billed him,

Nobody knew what to do. Everybody ran about in all direc-
s, Everybody was afraid. All the clan had seen a lot of dearh
| murder in Umuofia. Bur this killing was the most terrible
g that had ever happened.

As 5001 as Okonkwo knew that he had killed the boy, he knew
he had o do. He had W leave Umuofia and leave the clan.
kwo had committed g crime® against the Earth Gioddess
e he had killed another person in the clan.

Wit were two kinds of erime against the Earth Goddess,
Wik called a male crime, This was when the crime was not an
Mt The other was 4 temale crime. This was when the crime
#ecident. Okonkwo had killed the oy accidentally. As this

Wmanle crime, Ol mkwo would have o leave his own elan
B yoars and B0 away. After seven years he could retum,
it night, Okonkwo packed up his most valuable things.
und children cried 3 lot because they were Very
They did not wane to leave Umuofia, Okonkwo's
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nends came and carried all Okonkwo's vams o Obierika's
i, Obierika was poing to look afrer the vams while Ckonkwo
ViES W ELY.
Betore daylight came, Okonkwo and his family left his village
e Ulmuotia, They were going to his mother’s village, a long way
way. His mothers villape was called Mbanta.
viter the sun came up, many of Ezeudu's friends came o
konkwo's compound. They wore special war clothes. These
men ser hire to Okonkwo's huts: They knocked down the red wall,
hey killed all his animals and they knocked down his barm. They
lestroved everything that Okonkwo owned.
he men were punishing Okonkwo for killine Ezeudu’s son.
the Earth Goddess had told them o desroy everything in
Eonkwo's compound. These men still liked Okonkwo. They
Were only cleaning the land which Okonkwo had made dirty with
e blood of a young boy in the clan.

Wibierika, Okonkwo's friend, was one of the men who
Mioyed Okonkwo's compound. Afrer the men had destroved
piything, Obierika sar down and thoughr about his friend.
O was sad. He asked himself why any man had to leave
IR ATRINT i'l. CAllse ]]1 ]1.n1 1;[”1".| ‘-nm:_‘]"x -u['-,' |""_. m.'t'i-.]-;nl. REH
Mkwo had commitred a crime against the clan and the Earth
Wl had to punish him.,

- I!JI.'! ;I'|||"'\I. |I.|'| ..I.'.I:.! A [ {1y rhl. |.|"'H|!
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Okonkwo Arrives in Mbanta

konkwo reached Mbanta safely with his three wives ang
Or]uv-.-r} children. When he got there all his mother's family
were pleased 1o see him. Okankwo Was met by his ynele
Uchendy. Uchendu was one of the oldest men in the family
and he told Okonkwo that he was welcome to stay in Mbanta,

As soon as Uchendy mer Okonkwo, he saw that Okonlow
was unhappy. Uchendy guessed that Okonkwo and his family :
been sent away from Umuofia and he did not ask any questions,

The next day, Okonkwo told Uchendu that he had accig M
tally killed ; boy ar Ezeudy's funeral. Okonkwe had o leg
Umuofia for SCVEN years.

Okonkwe's uncle listened g the story and he said n
until Okonkwo hagd finished.

Then “L‘ht‘t‘tq!u ﬁp‘mlkr-

Your crime is not (0 serious since it js 4 temale crime,! 3
Uchendu. Sg You must not be tog sad.”

Uchendu gave Okonkwg piece of ground where he
build & new ¢ mpound. Okonkwo was also given rwg or ¢
pieces of land to grow er: 'Ps on. Okonkwo buile 4 hyr for b
and three huts for his wives. Then he put a w oden figurg
own god in his huyt.

Uchendu had five sons. Each son gave Okonlewe .
dred yam seeds o plant on the land. It was nearly time fop
o come, so Okonkwo was ready to plant the yam seeds,

At last the rain came. [t came very suddenly and i y
heavy. Before the ran started all the grass was brown 5 _
The ground fel; like burning coal when yvou walked o
your bare feer. Then suddenly the thunder came. It was e
sounded like sheets of metal being banged ¢ wether,
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A very strong wind blew and the palm trees moved backwards
and forwards. When the rain started it came [ike small picces of
'ce. These picces hurt your by Wy when they hi vou. The y N
hovs ang girls ran aboyr happily, They picked up the pieces of iCe
nd put them N their moyths, The ice melted in their maouths angd
III.PI.L.' the Ch”ﬂ.fl’t‘[‘t feel cool,

The birds began o sing and the trees and plangs woke up
wain, Ir had not rained for many months, Everyone wae happy
il p]u.'m.‘.d l‘helt the rain h;ﬂf come at r'.!.::r. It weas time o p];—.u'lr the
Viam seeds LINCC more,

Wkonkwo and his family worked very hard. Bur O, NkWo was nog
#YOUng man any mage. When he was voung he had liked hie work
Iy much, but now he did not, He did not think that work was »
Mensure any more. When he was hat working, he sar in silence
W] was Bl asleep,

A his life, Okonkwa hag one very big wish, He wanted o
Wine one of the leaders of his own clan. He had had this wish
W he wis o Young man. He sij wanted this more than anything
y but now this wish was pot possible. Okanfows would never
N lender of his clan. He had been sen; away from Umyofia,
W he returned o Umuofia after ven years, he would nevep
llhr"u N as a [t'.hh'l'. |
Uehend,, saw thar Okonkwo Was unhappy and miserable g
eided o talk to Okonkwe about his life. He wanred 1 make

B one oy | Ichendu called together his sans, his daughters
Wonkwo, The 'MEN saton mats on the Hoor and the WOMmen
ES mide of grass, Uchendu pulled his beard gently, Then

10 speak. He spoke Quietly and slowly and he chose his
Bl |,
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Okomkwo Arripes m Mbana

T wani really to speak 1o Okonkwo,” Uchendy said. ‘Bur |
want all of Yol to I'iwn to me. | dlH G IJ]LJ man angd you are all
young. | know more about the world than any of you, If vl think
that you know more than me, then SAY 80 NOW,"

Uc ilking and waited,

'I'H.'H-.iﬂ stopped
Uchendy continued.

Why is Okonlwn here today with us? Uchendu asked. 'Our
clan is nor his clan. We are only his mother's relations. Okonkwa
doesn't belong here. He has been sent away trom Umuofia for

WVER vears and he has L) SCrangee ¢ WINTry, F--.‘-:'.-H!'it‘
o |h:u [ﬂ'l']-(.,lnl-:u'-.- I VeTy,

very unhappy. But | wane o ask him g
Juestion,

Then Uchendy stopped and looked at Okonkwo,
"We all know LAt 8 man is head of his family,'
A man’s wives do whar he tells them to do. A

his farher and his farher's family. A child
J|I1|1|'I{r =l|]l._|! |'|1.'r I

I I]‘\ ||.|'!.' Spx |L‘L', =¥

me to live in 4

s [ -'-._'J‘IL'IHiu..
yluhf |"1.'hlni.3.1 (4]
does o belong o hi
' the country thar |y
I.'r-.llll_' Ly [JH.' country lh}l[ h .

|H|||i1|'. -"!I'l n ]"l.']'nll'l'_""i [
].i[h'i'r LOINes from. J"EL i

maother comes trom.”
g| Llh"-\' i]l.lr this
Then here is a que

Ill. s (BT |' J\'

15 true,” said Okonkwoe.
'stion,” said Uchenduy, "Why do we often i
aur children the name “Nneka"? This word: "Nncka”, my
“Mother is most mportant of all”, Why do we say “M. ther is
tmportant of all" when 4 child belongs to hie tathe
his father's ¢ ountry! Why do we say thatr "
T[MTL' Wiis *-I‘l. 1 NL'["- "-.{'r ‘=|I"|3'L'l'.
T want Okonkwe to answer th
1do not know the Answer,
“You do not know the
are like a child. Yo hiawe
have mor children than

rand a man
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! n'|"'|ll.'d E-'3'|~'|~J:J-."mr.
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Okonkwo Arrives in Mbanta

14
News Comes from Umuofia

his mother’s country to be comforted. His mother is there
to take care of him, She je buried there. And that is the
reason for the idea thar g “Mother is most important of
all®?

Uchendu went on talking.

‘Is it pood, Okonkwo,’ asked Uchendu, ‘that when you came
back to your mother’s country, you should come with a sad face?
You have made your mother unhappy and you won't let anyone
comfort you. Yon should comfort your wives and vour children
while you are here, and then take them all back to Umuofia
with you after seven years. But if you are unhappy all the time,
vou will die of unhappiness. And then who will look afrer youur
family?

Uchendu stopped talking and waited for 4 little while, Then
he pointed to his sons and daughrers, and spoke to Okonkwa.
again.

‘These people,” said Uchendu, ‘are now your family. Yo
think you are the most unhappy person in the whole world, You
think you are the unluckiest person in the whole world. Do
know that sometimes men are sent away from their wntry for
their lives? Do you know that some men lose al] their yams ap
even all their children?

T had six wives ongce,’ continued Uchendu. Now |
only one young wife and she is swpid. Do vou  know
many of my children have died? | have buried EWeny.
children. I did not hang myself and 1 am still happy
alive. Other people in the world have troubles. You are
the only one. You should nor walk about looking unly
all the time and making other peg ple unhappy too. Sa i
about your life and yourself. 1 have no maore ro
vou,'

Uchendu was then silent. He got up and lefr the hur,

Okonkwo sar alone and thought about everything ly
had said to him,

A 'ter a year or more, Obierika, Okonkwa's friend, came from
Umuofia to visig him. Obierika brought two young men,
Buch of the men carrted a heavy bag on his head. Each Eag was
Wil of cowrie shells tor Okonkwo. .
Okonkwo was very happy to see his friend. And so were his
Wives and children, Then Okonkwo took the three men to meet
ihendi,
h‘ You are all welcome,' said Uchendy 1o Obierika and his men,
N Uchendu offered them all some-kola nuts and palm wine,
The men starged to talk abour the clans and the villages they
Rnew They talked aboyt the clan ar Abame.
Have you heard that nearly all the People in Abame have
+ LI|”I. dr u.ukrld Obierika, “There is no clan there any mare,’
Why is that? asked Okonkwo, and tveryone else together,
Wearly everybody in Abame has been killed and everything
Wed," said Obierika, Tt is g strange and a terrible story to rell
E would not believe it, hut | et one or two people wha did
B und they rold me what happened.’
W Obierika rold them all the story,

manths ago,' said Obicrika, 4 tew men came into
s They were running away from Abame and they wanted
 Umuofia with us. They told us this rerrible S-tl.;lr}’-

Wen said that a whige man had come to their village

D 0 man who was an alhing?i asked Okonkwn,
W0t an albino. This man was different,” sajd Obieriks,
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drinking his palm-wine 'He said nothing,” answered one of the friends of Obierika,
“This man, continued Obierika, ‘was riding an iron hors He said something, but nobody understood him,' said

|.||l. Firse I”.II_‘-. s ‘.'»lll AL 11,|- WTATE THREALY FRLT AWl L.'|I| he winv T -’||'C.|.

to them and asked them to comy and talk to him. Some of the ‘One of the men told me,’ said Obierika’s aother friend, ‘that

wWent up I--|||||l. and even tou ||L d his bosdy e T I'L.Il'-.'d e 1\-|r-.| maAany Limces. T|"|:|I 'i’l-'I:ITL! Hllll'ltit'l{ |ik4.'

‘The important men in the clan asked the Oracle about MEaina. Perhaps he was going to Mbaino and had lost his Wy,

white man, continued Obierika. “The Oracle rold them chatSl A 1y way,' continued Obierika, ‘they killed this white man

ST would breal Lp thetr -._I..I|I amud destroy i, T!‘IL 'x"t-l-.i'i.' |

i

L

i tied his iron horse 1o a tree. For a |‘-H1_1.=.’ thime, 1‘Itf-lili]]t_{
Mappened. The iron horse was still tied to the rree. And then one
L ATERTIR TS El]l’L'L' Whlll._‘ Men Came to I_in- .,_'Lm at r‘j'tl"'.-lllll.'. T|-“.-.r. WETe
W by o eroup of black men like us. Then they all went away”
Everyone listened to the story Obierika was telling them. It
B the most interesting news they had heard for a long time.
Mot af the men and women in Abame were working on their
. said Obierika, *so only a few people saw these white men
W ino the village. For many weeks nothing else happened.
Al diy, when nearly evervone in the clan was ar the
ot the three white men and some other men surrounded

iI-.| thiatr mor wiiite men wontld come to Abnme lare r on.
Ohierika ook a drink of wine, and went on talkine
‘Because of the words of the Oracle, siid Obierika, ‘the o
n killed this white stranger and tied his ron horse too 2l
ueht it might run away to tell the white man's Iriencs

I [ W .
‘What did the whire man say betore they killed him 8

5 o |
o T AW LR

aaaaaa

arket. They must have used a powerful medicine o stop
B from seeing them until the market was full. Then the white
Bein to shoot at the people. Everyone i the village was
honcept the old people and the sick peaple who had staved
Win

ik o paused.

W clan at Abame is now destroved,’ continued Obierika,
I left there, Even the fish in the lake have sone away
Water in the I:'.IL‘I. ]1.I'~ ttlT“L'Li 1|‘|1' 1.':.||L||||'n|: |'-E|=-L'n.|. Lireat
N has come o Abame, as the Oracle had promised.

R was o longe sileng ¢, then '-Ihi{jl.']ll'-.' Uchendu "-||'-|;|||I|.'L|.
B kil o man who says nothing,' said Uchendiu. ‘Those
e were foolish. What did they know about the white

Wty very loolish, said Okonkwo, after another silence.
0 b told them that something bad was POINe 1O
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happen. The people should have taken their guns and the
matchets when they went to the market.”

“The people were foolish,” said Obierika. ‘They have suffere
because they were foolish. But I am very frightened. We ha
all heard stories about white men who make powertul guns 2
strong drinks and who take slaves across the sea. Bur no
thought these stories were true.”

‘Every story is true, replied Uchendu. ‘Lite is different
different people. Some things are pood for some people and B
for others. We must believe what we hear about the white

“Don’t thank me,’ replied Obierika. “You are my best triend
nd it is a duty to come and see you.’

Then Ohierika and his two friends left Okonkwo and went
hick to Umuotia.

15
The Missionaries Come to Mbanta

hile Olconkwo and his family were living in Mbanta, the
missiopp aries! arrived in the village. There were six of
e and one of them was a white man.

Fvery mara and woman came out of their compounds to see the
whi

Okonkwo's first wife soon finished the cooking and
the puests a big meal. Nwoye hrought in a pot of
Sweet wine.

“You ate a big man now,” Obierika said o Nwuoye.

Ezinma brought in a bow! of water and everyone was
hands. After that, thr:yr started to eat and drink. When
finished the meal, Obierika pointed to the two heavy
the floor.

“That is the money for your yams,' he said to Okon
sold the big vams when you left, and later | sold some ol 1
yams. | shall sell your yams every year for you until you
| thought you would need the money now so | broughtt
knows what might happen tomorrow! White men ha
come to see us. Perhaps green men will come to our clan g
shoot us.”

Obierika laughed as he said these last words.

‘Our gods will not let that happen,’ replied Olonle
you very much for coming to see us all here. 1 do net
to thank vou enough for bringing my money and the ol

Abame.

i man. They had all heard stories about the first white man
s had beery  killed at Abame and about his iron horse ded 1o a
Anid s wreryone came to see this new whire man.

Wher a1l the people had met in the village, the white man
I o speal<s to them. He spoke in English and the people did
B e AR | -i._:l ]HI'H.

Wit e hacd an interpreter with him to speak to the pec ple. The
NCTET |1.-;;|ml all the white man’s words in their language.
+1n-. inter goreter was from a different clan. He was not from
ta. Py The told the people he was like them. He said he
Atricar - They could see he was an African because he was

il b zause he spoke a language they could understand.

§ lnterporeter said the other four Africans with him were the
of the=people in Mbanta. He said that the white man was
i liveor B er because they were all the sons at God. He told
e of P=banta about this new God, who had made all the
{all ¢ he men and women in the world.

Wil ) e people of Mbanta that they prayed to gods made of

i
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told them these gods were not true & wls. The

'ﬂniH‘ .I!"li.l ST, Ht
i when he said this. They started by T rF :
LR | A S

s Ipll.' 1 I"u.' CTH l'n'l.i W 1-~I||I"rlr'i‘-~1.".

whispering to cach other,

The interpreter told them other things too. He told them

hout Heaven. This was a place high above the sky. God lived
i1 Heaven. Good men and women who prayed to o went 1@
Heaven when they died. They lived happily with God in Heavens

But there was another terrible place deep ander the ground
This place was called | tell. There was a huge fire burning in Hell:
Bad men and women who prayed to pods made of wood or sto
went to Hell when they died. They wer hurnt in the huge HE
in Hell. |

The interpreter then said,
sreat God has sent us. You mi
and worship the true God. I you worship

“We have come to help you. &R
st stop worshipping your balse @
Him. then vou will gol

i I'-.'.I.'l.'u'l'l \'l.'hl..'ll WL 1.1I-.'-L
T]h [‘l.'-.l1"|]1' rli"'11.'lll. 1.1 -|:||'-.l l"L'L-l'llIi.' 1THE .1!‘11! RECRIES "~'~L!f].'|1'

some of them were becoming inte rested in what the interp

Was saying.
Oine man asked the interpreter a question.
“Where is the white man’s iron horse” asked the man.
The black missionaries talked o each other fofSs
oameanes. They decided the man asking the question
the white man's hicycle, when he ralked about the irondl
The missionaries told the white man about the question
smiled g |1|.|".'.

Tell them,” the white man said. ‘that 1 shall bring ma

horses when we come to live in Mbanta. Many of the pe

evien ride the horses themselves.

The interpreter told the people this but they did na
Thev were oo busy talking to cach other because the Wi
had said he was going to live in Mbanta. They had nog
live among thems.

about the white man coming to
o askos

At this moment an old man said he wanted

4
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The Missionaries Come to Mbanta

. it the goddess of the
“Which is this god of yours? he asked. ‘11*: it the goddess
earth, or the god of the sky, or an%rther‘k_:g:. -. § T
The interpreter explained this question & dhgniden
Then the white man gave his answer. The interpreter exp
7% 1 ¥ e T 1 3
to the people what the white man was saying. AR LA
‘All the gods you have named are not go . s
h an ‘;l_hﬂ‘y"l'ﬁ not true gods because they t;:_: h',r{m
white man. | | i
«ch other. Your gods tell you to kill your chﬂdrﬂ‘:ll [th :‘:: e
E; : - " * &1 c .
s twins. There is only one true God and He made
ey and me and all of us. . . 4
- F‘;;Lar will happen if we leave our pods ._u*u:l ’EuEnw aalt;r Ef 4
o =L .-. L] bt Tp- e 1
<ked another man. “Who will keep us sate from the ang i
E 5 - [ (3 J I 8 |
; «d worshipping! .
sods we have stopped wors e e
god Your gods are not alive and they cannot hurt H?Ii {r:] L, |
Hhite man. ‘Your gods are only tigures of wood ‘!1111. :1[ 3 i.au
" I"th:n the men in Mhanta heard these worc :xi,_lt Mlues
ey : ‘mselves €
and laughed ar the white man. They ﬂhm!‘htht.u 1: ;1 e
i“ - t be mad. Any person must be mad to think tha
1€ TS ad. ;
-ould not hurt peaple. | Lh
i Just then, the missionaries started smgﬂ“-g a m:; -
: sy - =1 " ‘['1 T - :_ BRIELN
song. The interpreter told the people what t L:U L;_hg o
evervone listened to the words. After the singing, i
i. tﬂ- about the Son of God whose name was _]t':leh ,] | tht:
b Okonkwo was in the crowd. He had listened o :1 8
He was not interested. He ﬁt:-‘l"y'l{d at the 1:].‘11];'3{_"I.|1"IE1 Il;'lh :?hiﬁ. :
wanted to chase the men away from the village w
Then Okonkwo spoke to the u‘;:t'rpr:.lt{ r. -
jus ; that there is only one EG8
You told us just now th _ o
Okonkwo. ‘Now yau are talking about his son. Your g
have a wife then.' i "
The crowd listened and agreed m_th C:}lcﬁngL -
9 did not say He had a wife,’ replied the mtrlflzj?i : 1
Yes you did. You said your god 1;;19 a son ca .
Qo your god must have a wife as well.

Some of the people began o laugh.
¢ missionaries did not answer this

talking about more things the people did not believe. Okonkwo

thought the interpreter must be very mad. Okonkwo left and went
home to look at his palm trees,

But there was one yw wng boy who had |
. |I|.'1'1i“'!_.’ to the
religion

question. They went on

een listening very
missionaries. This boy was interested in the new
. and his name was Nwoye. Nwoye did not understand
everything the missionaries had said, but the song and the Music
had excited him,

Atter the death of lkemefuna.

Nwovye had become an unhappy
i | -tlt‘i'l,’ I"-L‘r'f. He did ot

understand many of the customs of his
tlan. He did not understand why his father had killed Ikemefuns.
Me did not like the custom of mothers throwing

B forest to die. This new religion told Nwoye these CUStOms

wie cruel and wicked. So Nwoye liked the new religion of the

Wionaries. He liked the new religion becayse it told you to love
rybondy,

their twins inta

Nwove had never liked some of the

! hever understood why he did not
religion we

customs of his clan, Bur he
like the customs, Now this
5 giving him some of the answe
we felt much happier inside.
W o fill up some of the e
e lett the meeting thar d
Wi something new

rs 1o his questions.
The words of the m ISSIONAries

mpty spaces he had inside him.
ay and thought a lot about whar he
and exciting had come into his life
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The Missionaries Build a Church

s P in the markets
' ries speit the first four or hive 1;,_|!I‘~|Ill |L Mbankl
100 T RSSO KR I ] ]:l 1|I'. people o :
. i1 []'IL"- LR l
I . In the mormin » oot thie villape was, B
lll.m-i T sked the |,'t--.-]1||. who the king of the vi :
ihout L0d. 1 hey aske Lo
. 1 ] [h0 ROTELES:
: lied that there was 4 1. but we
|.|I'u ]:{ lt"lll. ] '-.'kl - | !t . th e II"l ests .|I'.i IO WRC e
We have our o £k I |
da not have a king,” the lﬁlll\l[ H“L} he men who ruled M b
1 | ||||||||| L o . I ]
Ar last the nnssiona i land whets G
Tl k e isked these rulers tor @ prece ]
I e TSSO IAries Jds
oald L|||I--:! b hur h.ll | Ey I| Forest It |||_'.|i"l|l.' '.I.'uk"ii
= I|I UL LR = 1= L] 1Pl . . L Ill.
Every clan an : - rest. Nobody wenst
bad I]I‘-I. 6, they were buried in the Evil For & Lingerous spi
LLELS, - - AT ™
| I[. II| Barest because it was full of « vil and i If | Foreds
=V st o TN BV w
r'IFHIt de believed thar it anyone went mto thi
e PeOopic IX _
y fic. 1 e (N Tl'l'll"l |
. ll-l!ll_'i‘ ) il 1‘1'[5 ]"Ulc_-[ 1T ]"-.H‘.ﬂ'll-'- Tl"“ |1I|~_F B '
Dere Wils s : ; 1 _
ros the missionaries to build their chureh. land to build a chil
! A [ i
These missiomries want a plect & .1lh| land. We shalld
i WL L) FEEATE M J
| Uchendu. "“We shall give them a piece : T airil
.'" A = " " |L i II-I i
“-]”* § t of the Evil Forest. These men believe 1
them a part =
v L ERLT |
!n.:l.'i'l' 1["'.""" ""'lll'..‘. li_l_'l Il‘l'..‘lil |_1 "'-'l.l § I'.II‘.-‘ |-.l'-.l.llllll rll' 'l‘”. kll_,l -
RN TREESS N Rl =
]nl L I \.‘1' Ilhltrlll”- g . TR L t("_ |
iT : in the Forest. Then they built a mall b |_|ld
0 - [Tees : anaries wo
T1l]r o= le in Mbanta thought the missionari
-5“.. -|-"'-|-|1'|| - E L]
L]k'.lkl atter our 1.1:|1'||-_=1. :l ; ! ‘l:.“-. ,_'..l'1||'|.,_l ;L.l". _II'I'.I. |_'hi.' |r
; ; =m0, i
But the first day p _ ery surorised R
hen the fourth, Everyone was very, HHH 4 ferstand’)
i were still alive. Nobody could underst )
M ESS1OTEATTCS n orest,
THSSIONATIES had not died in i [1;| lil ve that the whil
e L i
Slowly, the l"t'ul"']t' began to beli

=

-

W the few people who had becom

e 1o Umuoofia where he lived and worked

The Missionaries | heild a0 Church

religion had g
Mbanta started

special Magic power. Saon three
1 to worship the new God. They
three converts? in the village,
The new religion was called
worshipped the new God were
Nwoye liked the new

peaple from
became the tirst

hristianity, The people who
called Christians,

religion. He had enjoyed listening 1o
the missionaries talking abour theis Giod. But Nwoye did not
tell anyone that he was interested. He dared not wo oo near
the missionaries. If Okonkwo tound out that Nwoye went o
ec the missionaries. he would beat his son very hard, Bur if the
Missionaries ever had a meeting in the apen market-place or on
the village playground. Nwoye went and listened o them. He

}oon learnt some of the stories the missionaries were telling the
I"'| i I| 'HI.

'he interpreter’s name was Mr Kiaga. He was now in charec
¢ converts. The whire man had
We have now built a church,’ said Mr King
v wint all of you to come ta
B e &g I-J_ll

a to the CONverts.
church every Sunday 1o worship

the next Sunday,

Nwoye walked past the church one way.
A ||-

walked past it again the other w
! carth and i had a root made of
Wside the L'|!|l”'._‘!1 !‘le[' ilL' Was tod

PSR Sinrine |-.Il!-.”1..' Hll-:.i |'||.'
TR ST ||Iltl'f1 Wils
N Werll |IH-HIU.
he | ople in Mbanta knew that the

s k F1e 1|]:I1 []IL' LB
thi

ay. The church was made
straw. Nwove wanted o
rightened. He heard the
ippily. Nw We was very frigchtened
built in the Evil Forest. At last, he lefr the

ir gods were kind. Bur the
s would be kind for only
missionaries and the converts waul
Wil punish the [THSSLOT;
B the seventh week
- YRy
i

a short time.
| be punished. The
ies before seven weeks were Ve,

LA, l’I'II.' F'h{‘lrph' BOE more .'l[hi

sure: their gods would punish these
il ||'|h.' l.'IIl.lI i ACYEN 'l.‘;'l'.‘l'lih.

They were
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17

Nwoye Leaves his Home

L . - 1
() © mMoming, a cousin of Okonkwo was
hurch, He sqw Nw (el

ht'ilrr o T T
Nwios n-“:} Th*i Iﬂu-.:- ht' =l hr];_ﬂ“[]u!'- -'Ilui '_“J not move
T nur o i \I'f”m‘ late in the atternoon He wene [ hi
LT ] = Z i
e © freet him, but 1."3].;“.”[,;“.” did o ;i iy
i Wl T l||['ll.|I W] “-‘-]“{ AWAY Out of Ih ] r !Llll‘ﬂ,'l, &r. N'-"-"“‘k't'
. ¢ hut. Suddenly Okonk
nkwo

R ki !'Iln. 1I-I1|.'r'|. an :

¥ angry. He jumpe

by his necl ped up, ran o Nwove, and held

IIII\ I-ll_ I'{ i IR g 1

hlu : Tl-.i"l. ';.f 1_"-'”_‘ I‘.H.'l:.lil!a l:.-}LH ”JL'H.Hl 3‘“”[”1.'!.] .I. N“' 1}
R | r!'i.'l. [L:' Lrl't “'q_'-L' ]‘ i 1': [

lil T rl'”” f-'llh' T-'Irhli.‘]'w "I-'H-H.i"n

alking past the
ther converts. He was

told Okankwo. When

!‘.*ut itr.'

A s -
wer me,' shouted Okonkwa again, ve

ve stood and lewrkeed
onkwo's Wwiv

A last the day came when all the missionaries should b
died. But they were all stll alive. The missionaries were i
building a new house for their interpreter and reacher, Mr Ki
The people could not believe it. The new religion had p@
A few more people began to believe the new religion and
became converts too. One of the new converts was a woml
the first woman in Mbanta o become a Christian.

- ]- ry loudly,
4t his father. He did no SAY any-

| vyt €5 stood outside the hy., They scre

- hey heard Okonkwo beating Nw
MWhtened o 20 inside .
M tho |xn, i

;imnl'
we but they were
O at once,’ said a
o UG Ve of LIEhL'I"ILfI.I
|-||, L0 v J"L'.tr NW '
Mikwo did not
Bt of the hut
e went |".I|;'L'
lhl!Hn

AN s voice outside the hut.
Okonkwo's uncle,

oye like thar he asked.

answer. Bur he let Nwove o

and never went h e uﬁurrT-

e Tu rh{' church. He rold My Kiaga that he

P ,I,qh_, W:IF Erc_:{!rg to Umuofia, |n Umuofia the
ted a school to reach Voung

il frr._'q;'- N'ﬂ.'i b'|.’+,'

h;ﬂ[
; whire
Christians FO read
)} Nwove rold Mr Kiag that

Wi vy Iy h-'[‘]"r'r N'ﬂrﬂ'}’l‘ w
e his r.arhrr.

he wanted to 20t Umuofig

as happy, too. because he was

He decided he would return later to his

60
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Some New Converts

—_y 1 . h;
: he new religic "
| nd his brothers and convert them to t

mother and his

Umetimes, in the forest.
wen thrown

twing hack to

converts found
| away by their mothers. The g

their own huts but they

[Wins 1.1.'JH-. f.
Mverts r‘lnlmljrl
never took them into

. |- H}k
A5 ‘;'.'L'H. ' | I |'1u'[ l‘]‘lt‘ ml'l'!l N"r‘h't"‘!u'k' ]rh ]mi‘l'l&. H-i. !il i.
e I{u;p}-'.'ll' in s o SRy '|-.|{_. Ny Dol
( Lﬁmml: I'ml thought about Nwoye Mltl Fiiny
into the . ' WANLet -
:‘Ltl1 l:nh Okonkwo fielt vEeTY xl]‘l}.’.f"!-.. Jln_lL] :":: matchet. But  th
.Lm‘t nd kill all the converts with 1.I gl
fhlmﬂ : told himselt that Nwoye was not ulnrl il
:ONEwWO Ol ! AYE
{."}L.Eﬂ‘ﬂ'f’f}kunkwn asked himselt, should hl- s of il
] tﬁ[ltjl so weak!? Why has my son left the B ol ik
i ol : ) ek TE WL K
l“i\ ﬁflh"ﬁl".f’ln:- is he going with a lot of weak men
clan. .
af L{!TIP‘.‘?

]
il ||_:1.'.

e wanted o kil

any of thy missionaries. The clan
Li :I Ifl:'

HSStonaries were mad, b they also thought thes
rmless. And no one wanld kill 4 ¢ nvert. The converes
HEHmMpPOTrtant I:"L'Lrllil'. |*.!|I r!rn -:|” l‘--. |-|Fi'_"L'l.
A | |!|1'-|I A CORYVert |H_ 1'.'|-||||-.] |!b.I'L|:,'

T started to make tr. wble.
& 1. il i |'I

i

| [ia lIIIL Ll'.l:ll. It
e leave the clan. If the

then the people would chase
But they would n it kill the CONVerts,

father Unoka. NS Put slowly, the missionaries and the converts began to hive
s, i VAT T ! | 1 i
Then Okonkwo remembered ]]Eb | ndtather il \nd these problems were caused by peaple who WEeTe
g gl ove's grandt - .. |
s weak like a girl. S0 was N““"I' e H“ i i
Wils “LEIIL ]LElu~ ““Mwu}'t"ﬁ ape, Okonkwo aid h'.ﬁ ilmjnitr | L ;
! . e b . : : dRiELETLN ) { 1
Then | wi » and my fighting
f "‘}i] in all Umuofia for my wrestling and my
Amous in

' person who follows

i drrrrrl.'nr &
dinary person.

1&1- JIL CaANey
He has to have his hair lone and dirty,
ever be a ruler in the clan. When he dies, he is buried
rest. Ordinary pe Ple must nor ealk o an osu and an
ied®® from the clan:

- BN

M

L I L 1" i u‘ i (Rl |q i 151 Iii..". w"' 3 | ‘ 1l
‘i L ]‘1 “I" L W r ¥ =1 |'l| 1 |‘.\_ |II5 il
Hll k'r 1‘1 .l :L‘]]. |-1 ”.L L1 | d N.Il-'rl'l ||r.‘.,l- N". -1Ll|- N\-‘I.;'l .I'IEI‘- : |.'|'|.II . It[ |

see his son again.

|
"N

I

l"t!'.". | [|'1-. LR
Wl people wanted 1o bec
B religion invited Fw
Ml e oo I, CITIE, T,
' LR '-|J.-.ﬂ.|1.. I

aries and thy converts |
L) [ CLEVETTS.
Ins into the

AN
The asu sau that
.'Illlrlq.h. ) f“l.'l. rlhll.'::hl

18

2 eTLS © AU went into the church.
5{Jm€ NEM’J C[]ﬂq et Y MUrprised bur they di
i |.I|-,|I

—,rhl' L 'rl‘l.'l.,'l'['-u
r [t JL‘J'I.'L' [h'i.' i\

hurch when the
ust moved away and

At a long way
; © ITHESSION
hen the church was built in Mbanta, E|!H m ol .
T . il
1.1.1[ have any hig problems. Htll:hn-“::hp: o N
DALY cd quickly wit "%
onverts would get bored g ’ )

at the converts N W——

'EI|_‘|hll lh,.-”_”_.gi'lt that the converts Hn]_lltjdf‘- ; PL.”PIE
EnT L \ =

ﬂr Is. But they did not and more and maore :
CPWTL FOWIS. b .

came Christians. 3 <tof Ll
» Eth.' clan did not worry wo U h;th:m [iwl"lﬂ |

i S i

important }wuhic, and they did no h

LIty ‘

(o
verts said anvthing uneil the end
Then they al] said thar the osy
A Chureh anid 4|1.,-1, [
e I|'u'll|.

Ml God's children.’ sitd Mr Kiaga, ‘and everybody is
! I Ve he L LR ] |I1'HF"|{' G Owr ["hﬂhl'f"*-l

T underseand”

Lo said one of the converts. “Whar will

of the SAnEing
peaple could nor
irted driving the Os away, Bug

R
.




Some New Converts

pos, 8

the villagers sav about us when they he

pras i osu into our church? The village
1"'&“{"-1 Hl ‘Let the villagers laugh at
AR\ laugh ar the villagers whe
"You don't understand
teacher

ar that we are inviting the
rs will laugh and make fun of us.’
us,” replied Mr Kiaga. 'God will
n they die and go to Hell.’

» said the convert again. “You are our

and you can teach us the things about the new religion.
But we know about the osu people and we must not mix with
them.!

‘An osu needs God more than you do,’ said Mr Kiaga.

Then he told the converts that they must ler the osu into the
church if they wanted to come in. He told the converts that
Uhristianity is a religion of love., Christians must love both twins
il i35,

‘I'hen I shall go back to the clan,’ said the convert,
Mr Kiaga said nothing. So the convert left and went back to
lansmen. Mr Kiaga did not try to stop him

- He had to make
Mie that his converts really believed that all men are equal and are
Im whirs,

Mr Kiaga told the osu people to cut off their long, direy hair.
Al lirst they thought they would die if they cut off their hair,
th % I:'illﬁifkf.

hln i

Unless vou cut off your hair," said Mr Kiaga, 'l will not let any
# come into the church. You are not osy any more. You are
Whns and you must believe whar 1 tell you.'
he vsu looked at him. They did not know what to do.
Why do you think you will die if you cut your hair off? Mr
wsked them. ‘Are you different from other men who cur
Wir! The same God made you and them. Bur your brothers
vhan have chased you away from the clan. They say that you
e i you cut your hair off. They said 1 would die if I built the
b In the Evil Forest. Am | dead? They also said that I would

| loked after twins, I've looked after rwins, and I am still

Pople who don't believe in my God speak only lies. Only
s o (3 il are true,’

ﬁ-
j‘. i i o HTl‘h
B |
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The Death of a Holy Snake
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‘These converts are making this clan weaker

CUkomkwao. ‘“We are all becoming o wards,'

as well. ‘Okonkwao is speaking the truth,’
something, Ler us exclude

en the gods will not think
e
19

that we agree with the things
v o
The Death of a Holy Snake

ree with these rulers.
and weaker," said

said another man, "W must
i s

these Christians from the clan.

“veryone at the meeting spoke. In the
1o et the Christians take

More. Okonkwo fely ashamed of the clan in Mbanta, His own
Blan in Umuofia would ot be so weak and cowardly as this clan
i N Dbanta.

he next-day was a Wednesday. It was the Wednesday in
Boly Week. This was the

most important week of the year for
l.llll LTS,

-.Jl-.| Iflr."-. .IH .|~_'r1'n'|.:|
i

any part in the life of the clan ANy

" rert. Was in tri .:
later one of Lhu (15, whu Wwas a convert, { Lol
PRy ; % gl £ ) i I
A‘WT i.‘ Jan in Mbanta. The trouble startec
with the Ch
dilled a 1"u*|‘:r' sniake. make came trom the LW
i lﬁi].lirlh.ﬂnu helieved that the i'l-l.ll‘fr' snake Lle.L :-.Iim f i WMba
" =--I—;I1L. 1"”._]'1'" l;l-l-].kt' wias rI]L‘ st 1'L'.'-;|1-'Hl-l'ﬁ-t.|n.'\ I.:I.I.1 ' 'l.I Ill—lw I:.'
= W . o R 1 . LR
3 imL ke was called ‘Our Father', and ltll.-[mi- F]:Jnhdd‘n’ .
a T :.! = T i - T T ﬁ. L -.
= *‘“1 o go. It could even go nto people’s bed
waniou To B o
top it » accident, he had'
Hmr'l;t ldI‘l‘“ﬂ'ln ki“q;u.,’i tht: ;-'unzll{r i.'"‘y ‘““dk%l 1 1 eXn
a ¢lansm: . gave the animal ¢ .
cial prayers to the gods and he gave tl{LI kill a holy sna
L n : ' s
Tht ial. Nobody thought that a man w;lnulx . putil
chts . . about - :
- ose and so no one had ever heard abx
purpose and ! |
4 r L. : g R weryvone THc
LIHI;:]LII.H Wy saw this osu kill the snake, hljt ‘:iq, ~har i
i - . . a l“.. " i BF i
; l I»‘.lHL"'Li it Tl-“_'- rulur;-', at !'V“‘:—i‘l]'l[-i met [I-.f: LS LL} 5 “luu!d j
IHLE re very angry. Okonkwo said HLE; isti m-!.
R WCILE ¥Ry = : o i ws LTSt L
. “:L e in Mbanta until all the w :ITHE:- Li . tl';ﬂ‘ e
ANy P : : : hirs. Some C .
h‘irL':-d away from the village with whips i
s L ' y u :
dienE e mlhﬁ ﬁk”“t;u;{ tht- snake,’ they said. ‘1t a mag
[ TR T " L'-i'[-l' 1 3 - ) iﬁ
Nobody saw the ¢ BTN T
| seeretly in his own hut, only the gods can p
animal ¢ :

hiaga had asked the women converts to b
M whire chalk and water to clean the ¢
bl LITEL g Hi = tor ['!H.' L'lL'.I]iIIILf.
R wiiter in their POEs,

ring red earth
hurch. The women had
One Eroup went to the stream
The second PEOUP went o colle tored
W i their baskers, And the third group wenr to find chalk,

M Kz was praying in the ¢ hurch when he heard the women
W cxcitedly outsicde. He went to

women had come to the church wit

see what was happening,
it - W e ]I.hi -._h.hl.'{i

h empty warer pors. They
. them away from the stream with
Mh atter that, the women who had gone for red earch
W with empty baskets. Some of them had been whipped
the women who had gone for chalk came back wich empty
(LT ||
bt

oes all this mean? asked My Kiaga, who was VOTY

N hiis excluded us from doing things in the villape,'
H6

LY




Okemkwo Retwmns to Umuofic

L i ll - -I:!
l [ l. II

L]
. v SEreAim.
water from Ithk hmm ro make our live
“The clan want

g .+ us go to market. [ fich
‘Th a1 |1H ATl h.[ us gt ] .. “We 'Ir‘n-'IH oW
e L'?"t:"r ' the men said to the women. W
LT i i L.I..ql "
Lome wit

¥
| ¥ [L'T+
: wi gerrng wd
. who have stopped you | o
o oo people who - Neavine, He wanted 16
you to meet gﬁ ;.w;‘wd the converts leaving P
laga & : : Oim * bl .
But Mr on ‘:L:ﬂ.l,,,ert:-a had been exc luded t.r“ | the holy snake,
O 1Mtwl.'L e that the new osu convert killed
“The clan says th:

< difficult, said another

said one man. r

Qt's not TTue,

ill it _. |

. Nobody could find out the tiruﬂ‘:nw
: ) '\ ¥ =

-anvert was not there. He lm:ill U..J.. .
1L’Ili « very quickly. His death showe

LAIE

it » snake. it
ished him for killing the st - ave any rea
]“‘mhht 2 hllm h‘1.-rvl was dead, the clan did not have any
Now the 054 was

hristians were ¢
- he Christians
lude the converts from the clan. T
exclude

! ‘ 1'| i) ::I k . [ | t 1 l'r-'l_lla
LE

-

N O
4 another. “The osu rold me he dic
satd ¢ :

'.lh'mt H’!u.' 5[\:11(1:. Th-r: 11.1‘::‘1
il the night betore a ._
e clan that the pods I
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Okonkwo Returns to Umuofia

Okonkwo and his family hl:?b .. :
Okonkwo could now r'i.'TL'lTITT. -
Mbanta he prepared a L 53 |
looking atter him and Hil
the big meal and ¥

he seven years
finished at last. _
Before Okonkwo left -
wanted to thank his mother to

‘ same to
A lot of impartant pe ople cam
enjoyed it
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Okonkwo Returns to Umuofia

When Okonkwo got back to

his village in Umuofia, he
wanted all his own clansme

it to notice him. He wanted them to
think he was still an important person. S50 Okonkwo built a v
large compound. It was much bigger than |
bigeer barn. And he built huts

Okonkwo hoped ev

Lry
uis first one. He buile 4
tor his two new wives.

eryone in Umuofia would still re

spect
him. He still wanted to be one of the leaders of the clan.
Umuofia had changed a lot during the seven years Okonkwao
had been away, The new religion had

also come o Umuofia
and the missionaries had built 3 church.

become converts. The clan did not worry
IHVETts were unimportant people.
were important men in the clan,

these important men who gave
Lhristian God,

The white missic mary had broughe reli
ﬁli- -Ifu'r whit{‘ Imin, n':.li]l.'d tht‘ Iﬂ]'i:i[rif[ Ll
i hew kind '.]f.g{ wWernment.
I the court he

Many people had
because most of the
But one or two converts
The missionary was proud of
up their own gads to follow the

gion to Umuofia.

MTHMESs10ner, f:nmu_uh[
The Commissioner huilt g ne

judged people who disobeyed the new laws,

his Commissioner also had messengers to find men who
Moke the white man’s law.

W CoLrt.

Muost of the messengers came from
Ple in Umuofia hated these mes
sgers and because they were
¥ were better than the people
b o Umuofia.

These messengers
W ol
UIT

hor

another part of Africa. The
sengers because they were
proud. The messengers thought
of Umuofia. They did nor follow

guarded the prison. Inside the
nsmen who had broken the new law of the
sengers used to beat the men in

ed ro clean the AOMMmiss
lllll his Fires.

When Okonkwo heard that some of the Important me
W 0 prison, he was very sad.

Prison were
white man.
prison. The prisoners
loner’s compound and collect

n in the

Wi | have been away trom Umuofia too long, Okankwe

HY
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Ohkombavo Retwrns to Umiuofia Okenbawo Returns o | midiic
.l lerstand the things | hear. Whar has happened in Abame! asked Ohbierika. ‘1 think | il you when | came to see 1l
<aidl, 1 cannot understans 12 b %W
to our clan? Why cannot our people fight in the way they used u vou in Mbanra. |
LF L i H

Yes, you did," replied Okonkwo. *But the peaple in Abame
were weak and foolish. Why Jdidn't they fight back! Didn't they
have guns and matchets to use? We must not be weak like the
people in Abame. We must fight these white men and chase them 5
away from our country.”

It’s too late to do thar,' replied Obierika sadly. *Our own men
have joined the whire man's religion and they like the white man’s
covernment. We could easily drive the whire men away from our
country. There are only two white men — the missionary and the
commissioner. But what could we do with our own clarsmen
who have become converts? If we fought the converts, they
would bring soldiers, These soldiers would destroy Umuofia as
they destroved Abame.

“The white man is very clever, o mtinued Obierika, ‘He came
- our country quietly and peacefully with his new religion. We
thought he was foolish so we laughed at him and we let him live
mong us. Now many of our clansmen follow his religion and
his laws. Once our leaders and our own relwion held our people
together. Now the white man has ]*rul;rn up the clan. Our clan Is
talling apart.”

Obierika stopped talking. Both he and Okonkwo sar in
-Ii-.'J'Ic.‘J.'. Th:_"':' wore oo -Hd 0 say any maore. Thl"g.' by Hil!l I'\'I'IL"I."l-'
that the white man was |‘-i.'E_:iE'||1in_1; to control Umuotia with his
religion and his laws.

| 1
Hzht in the past.

‘Why has everyone become weak! Okonkwo asked his
lriends.

Then Okonkwo's triend, Obierika, spoke. sty
‘Have vou not heard how the white man destroyed everything

w 71
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The Rule of the White Man Grows

ost people in Umuofia thought that the white man's

religion was mad. They thought it was mad, so they did
not worry about it too much. The white man had brought religion
with him but he had also brought trade. Umuofia was getting rich.
It was selling crops to other countries.

Mr Brown, the white missionary, was a kind man. He rold his
converts not to make the other people in the clan angry. He told
them not to say bad things abourt the gods of the clan. Mr Brown
did not make everyone become a Christian. Nearly everybody
in the clan liked him and respected him. Some of the importa o
clansmen became his friends and they often gave him presents
because they liked him.

Mr Brown used to have long talks with some of the clansmen
He learnt a lot about the old religions of the clan. He decided th
he could not make everyone become a Christian and worship h
God. So he decided to change the people slowly.

Mr Brown built a school and a little hospital. He went rout
from family to family asking people to send their children to k

new school. At first, they sent only their slaves and sometir
their lazy children.

Mr Brown told the people it was very important to read.
write. He said that soon the leaders of the clan would be pe
who could read and write. If people in Umuofia did not send th
children to school to learn, then strangers would come from
countries and rule them.

Slowly more and more people went to the school. Not al
students were children. Some of the students were thirty

old. Some were even older. |
These men worked on their farms in the mornings and

1l

ke women. They had all changed. These changes w
s¢ changes wer

"’H' '-'l.'nlg- I
nen. Okonkwo beg;
NNy, began to hate these whire

_ The e of the White Man Grows

to schoaol j 1
e bi: ;;;:I: afternoons. After a few months at school, som
¢ court messengers or even court clerks lThm:

students who sta
ved at th - . :
reachers. ¢ school for a longer time became

SIL'IWI}’ new
churches were builr ' -
Umuofia and new schools wer tin the little villages around

hard, e started. Mr Brown w :
More and more of the dabiiien basciie e ;l‘kt:d very

One da
Himnkwf; H}E;GHF :mmm went to see Okonkwo. He wanted to tell
RSt L]I—II is son, Nwoye. Nwoye now had the {.‘hn'st-.e
g Hr ET Wwas a convert and he had gone to a new uu!l:lr];
= - Mr Brown hoped Okonkwo would be h g
Ne news th:}ut his SO 4Ppy to ll:nnw

But Okonk
n
ciorabil W;J- w;:is not happy. Instead Okonkwo was very
Okonkwo told Ei.l:"lﬁch Ml;r ]? rown away from his ct}mmumr
that i ¢ can P : i
Okonkwo :
Rotice of hira ;;’}ﬂ‘:'fnt}m happy in Umuofia. Nobody took any
the seven years f.:I ¢ reeurned. The clan had changed a lot ”‘:
B c_.”: ost people were interested in the new religion
sbout the nam o ment or the new trading places. They talked
K sis way of mu in Umuotia. They talked a lot ':Ihr ‘
R r.m: i rtlgs the white men h_;id brought with them Bur !‘ur_
g ; i; HE:L;I: the bravery of Okonkwo any more F STy
s nade R, ) i
Wi | “i I'lirnL Vewk:'::ﬁﬁ” ]Eltr} E“f- IHL WS ."-.:Iti [‘lw;:illl.'?-t ni.‘rhn;1d1|;
Meeokine un and fallien o oc was also sad because his clan was
1p and falling apart. They had become soft and w:v:l!:
e made by
men in his

L i i ; i .
i |". ] |'] ] [ - B 1*! S ¥ | J-. h.l r’ "-:In'll 'I
L 1 L I:I L =
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The Rule of the White Man Cirows

. Mr Smith did not
Mr Smith was very difterent from Mr B Hrlll-imtf i
Wi oI o . e i . el %
like the African people and he was d]“:rw-:]imti:,t. M ki
r¢ was a meeting ot : e
e day, there was : : " Earth Giod-
i L tl;-ji:. -|L..|..Et'r- MeT Ty ZIve |||..|J]L?- | lt]‘l'. i “k.‘ Al
[ [} ¥ N 1 i .
Il| - They dressed up in ~111u.'~:l.|| clothes and we
dess, 1CY UITssL
their faces. “noch, said rude things about
g i the converts, called Enoch, s hth: il il
M | A i
| il lh! it the meeting. One of the clan hi
the leaders .

| | |\. | i E 15, i | el L ’: L i L ih I. tll‘. jl-l.l.ll-ts
i 1"\.

mask.

L}
taken oft a leaders
ras very anery. Enoch had ‘
e clan was very | ke A
Tl t 1||1l1-.||[']|‘|1 [‘L'il.'Tlv.lll'- 0 W Thl. L|.II1‘-I i [ hu
at a4 very : N . g |
: nish Enoch. The next day, some of them 1"||'..I c o
1] Sy » I : | 'r
= . The converts knew the clansmen would
WU TR . ¢
l=-n Mr Smith hid Enoch in ?m awn honise e ot
lansmen went to Enoch’s compoundd. ¥
o lown. Then, still angry and excited
huts and burnt them down. ; o
it to the church. Mr Smith was in the e
e ] ¢ 2 (WO,
s MTHDE S0 he went to meet them at the ¢
men C 4
interpreter stood behind him.

4

h AT

I'he Miile i the lllll:-llil'lll' Man

| ;rll-'H L}

Tell the white man we will not harm him."
clansmen “Tell the whire man to g
15 l||'||r.|'..-I

Mr Smith

"'ﬁ.H'.i LM ) r"'l.

] ['-.u'i'{ [ “!« il-.llm .Jrni |-.' 1V

and the interpreter juyst looked
Then the same man spoke again,

‘We liked My Brown,'

lish, but we liked him. Because we liked him, we will not harm
s triend here,! the clansman said, ‘B we must bum the church
. The church has given s many problems so we
o destrow it
Then the clansman spoke to Mr Smiich.

o can stay here in | ‘muofia w

Il '|1-'1FI*~JH|' VOILID Ovaery | i-.I.J ir
||I|'

at the clansman,

said the clansman, ‘M Brown was

[]iI'L'L LT

ith us if vou want to,” he said.

YOU WANrE o

OU IUST 1OE &
|'11-[L||.' COY voan |'11||_'|L.-|1. L |1.|-.L' [

Cry Aanery, J*lH we will it ]E.II'I[I

Vit Smith listened to this speech, and then ke spoke 1o his
VEC T Ot e,

. But vou muyss
Him in vour OWN house,

HIVETT any mu T
Il

VLT !IHI!'-'._. We dre
I|||'. %

Vo,

el them B0 away from here,' he sajd *The chure
ol Ciod. T will nor ler the

1 heheve in my religion,”
L he interpreter was trightened
0 el chem whar M ~mith

hy Is r|‘Jl.'
'|4LIr'L'J'| |'-1; Llwrluud I R b|'1-]l. 'I.R']h!
of the clansmien. s he id
hhi H.irl.l. JH*-I'IL.I-:! rh' Ilr|-.2| il

T i Wi man says h'l'
il bl IThS, J [ H'i” ‘1I.' il:l[
AT -_--.r.rn;'-]ll.u.|.

s happy vou have come to rell him

PY it you let him decide what 1 do,'

Wi i |-. | 'Ill'ﬁ l.il'l.']l.'t' 'l.'l.'h.llf [y d-:r.h '-1.1!11 OT1¢ O []!‘L' |L'i|||u %

e s 1100 inderstand our wan ot lite and we dop'y understand
Ry of lite. Tell him +o g0 away,’

The | Nsmen were very anery: They had come to burn the

N down, < they set Fire to the church and s 0N It was

i

Hl‘ I|||Ii|.||.r|j.|‘

L) |n|rm - | i:‘ 1rn:u1~|| -|||I.[ W !Il.'-.i rh:- {]mh |'|

g




Otkomkavo is Put in Prison

which Mr Brown had built, bumiin_u to th{_ ﬁmmﬁd,l st A
ansme .t away happy. They had :
The clansmen went away haj B
' or taki & off one of their leaders
“hristians for taking the mask O apiers &
En]:?:ing They thought the Christians would not make any more
trouble in Umuaofia.

i
Okonkwo is Put in Prison

o h Ty
frer the clan had burnt down the church in Ul

Olkonkwo was very, very happy. He was ‘hafljpw_::r:f;an 4
had been for many years. His cl.;m wis una:;: _f%ﬂ_elun hm:1 %n .
brave. His people were not afraid of the Li, }rlu:t[ lﬁﬁ; ¥ ;t
They had not killed the whire man. but ;.?H.’&'h 1:1 g
his church. They had rold the white m:?n ti at he mus
canverr any maore cflanearﬂ-:r{ o [_ht: r::ah:f :_[iz:lh o
o days after the burning ¢ h, na 4
h;-nsgf rE1':'.:':_'l'*,.' :—mn in Umuofia walked H]jt'mhm],f:ﬂ:h j Efu;; L--,
matchet. They were not going 1o be foolis 1,;'11|L~ the P
Abame. The PL‘UP!-!: of Abame had all }DJ:L"E. l tl: : Ca}nh
did not have guns ot matchets when th? white tt’_i_‘al.u e
Then the thn'Lmiﬁ:-.i-.u;:*r m}-.um';:..l:i;:;]::ugﬁ i.:hurch |
ASiting er village when the cl: | ;
;‘rﬁnga;l::l[::iunw 1;.": hack, Mr Smith told him W
hapFIEl?rﬁ‘ days later, the (Commissioner sent ::: ,Thﬁi ;- _
to the leaders of Umuoia. The IIT‘lt‘SiSEIlgt'L aske . '1:1.'}[[{'- :
meet the Commissioner in his u'rﬁtu_t-. *_Dknn WO Was 0
leaders who went to see the C ommissioner. s
The six leaders went to the Commissioner's office.

76

‘hurches have been burnt down ever again.”

my men so that they can hear what you say.

interpreter.

men. They all sar down and the leader began to tell his story
BT,

denly jumped up and tied together the hands of the six
laders. It was done so quickly thar the leaders did not
hive time to pick up their matchers. When the MEessengers

al tied the leaders’ hands together, they took them to
l"lll.'r Fonalnn.

Ip us. | have brought a good government to your coun-

I 1
You burnt down Enoch’s compound. Then you burnt down

Okonkwo is Put in Prison

their matchets with them, but they left their guns at home. The
Commissioner met them policely.

‘I have asked you to come,’ he said to the leaders, ‘to talk
about the burning of the church. [ was not in Umuofia when it
happened. Mr Smith told me about it, but I cannot believe his

story until you have told me what happened.’
The Commissioner paused.

‘Let us be friends,” he said. ‘T don’t want to hear that any more

One of the leaders stood up and started to tell the story.
Wait a minute,’ said the Commissioner. ‘I want to bring in

'Go and bring in my men,’ the Commissioner said to his

The interpreter left the room and came back with twelve

lust as the leader began to speak, the twelve men sud-

hen the Commissioner spoke to them.
We shall not hurt you,' he said, ‘but you must agree to

o make your people happy and peaceful. If any man

v you, | will help you. But I will not let you hurt
M :'l'-n.','

The six leaders said nothing, so the Commissioner con-
|

thurch. T must punish you for doing these things. As a
inent you must give the court two hundred bags of cowrie

7




Okonkwo is Put in Prison
, B 3
Ovkeomikavo 15 Put in Prisom

; o[ ¥ all o tl"..‘l.'..l [ih'
| i When vou nave Jone this, | will ler vou ]
shells. W

hungry. They began to talk to cach other. They talked about
(Commissioner said.

getting the cowrie shells from the clansmen so that they could

20 free.

T o L "We should have killed the white man,’ said Okonkwo.

) (i, N L2 8 LT W = e N "Who wants to kill the whire man?” asked 1 messenger, who

__;f’.*:-;"‘t A, L\ Sraie b o e L e g PR AL heard what Okonkwo had said.

- ¥ Nobody spoke. The messenger had a very thick stick in his

hand. He hit each man on his head and his back many times.

Ukonkwo was very angry. He was so anery he could not speak.
As soon as the messengers had locked up the six men that

Ly, they went to the people of Umuofia. They told the

people thar the Commissioner would not free their leaders

intil they gave the court two hundred and fifty bags of cowrie
el ls,

1t you don't give the cowrie shells immediately,’ said one of
i messengers, ‘'we will hang vour leaders.!

soon, everyone in the villages heard the news about the
waders of Umuotia. Everyone was frightened. Evervone staved
i their huts. No one went out to visit friends that night.
None ot the children played on the village green in the

-

e ssioner SpR
The leaders still said nothing, so the gj Tiﬂﬂﬂ 5
l‘ = : s ¥t T > i ;
t v them “What do you want 1o sdy . H_‘F! i ul.‘ pn ~._||1~L-,ak.
L ’ : . | 1CY LA : "
: — t 1 ~1]1t1LL- : [
The six leaders sa . frer the six men well 88
Cammissioner told his men to look after the s i 1k “Yes, Sl
L} R — ¥ 3 e B
. he leaders of Umuotia. The messengers sak
were the o s
the Commissioner s ;m-l"--1 1 pone, one ol the eSS
i pssioner Nad B R
When the Comm Neaders. Thatll
it A TAZLN -mJ cut ol the i o) e Tl“l11'“|d: 'ill_'.!:H
Ll L} e - = ] "
T Is were still tied rapether so they could nd
rands
-II.'I:';E |.v.'u. |L'|,_H._1 ['I'|i‘.‘~'|."|'.'||:'-||'-.'- 1 i e 1-.HH.:I for two da
TR P g PETHSC Ty Lt « P
The six '||,_,g|.|.1_r L R h]l‘tk- At nig
mEsSsEngers did not give them any '.hﬂt}r = ; mien andd
sers went into the prison to laugh at the y
NESCTEY : o , 1 were Ve
'] = heads together, On the third day, the men
thelr nead:

v w |||I:]I\[.

[ he hil]l@' NOISC Was rJﬁL' VOICEe Oof TJ\L' LOWT1-CT1eT. }‘iu' \lhllliLwl
Mowly round the villages of Umuofia. He hit his song and told
#very man o go to a meeting in the market-place in the moming.

Whe crier walked from one end of Umuofia to the ather, Evervone
Beird what he said.

The next morning, the men of Umuofia went to the marker

They agreed to give the white man two hundred and fifry

A O COWT1Le :-i]‘w“w Il‘nﬂludi.in'h:

he men of Umuotia did not know thar tifty of these bags

Wil be taken by the court messengers. The white man had
0 tor two hundred bags but his messengers asked the people

twor hundred and fifty bags. The messengers would keep the
WeE Hidey |1.|=:‘~ foT T|"H.'m.~'~t'irv-.

=

s
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Okonkwo Kills a Messenger

he people of Umuotia gave the cowries to the messengers.

Then Okonkwo and the five other leaders were let our of
prison.

Okonkwo went back to his compound. Ezinma cooked som
tood for him. Okonkwo ate it but he was not hungry. He was sti
very angry.

Okonkwo's family and friends were in his hut with hir
Obierika told Okonkwo to ear up all the food. Nobady
spoke. Okonkwo's friends saw the long marks on Okonkw
back. The court messengers had made these marks when
had beaten him.

The town-crier walked around the village of Umuofia
that night. He hit his gong and told the people thar there
another meeting in the morning. Everyone knew thar at lase
people of Umuofia were going to speak angrily about the
man and the Christians.

Okonkwo did not sleep much that night. He was stll
angry, but he was also excited. He was looking forward
moming. Before he went to bed, he unpacked his war
Okonkwo had not looked at his war clothes since he had
back to his village in Umuofia. He looked at his straw skirt
hat with its large feather. He decided they were still good ¢
to use.

As Okonkwo lay on his bed he thoughr about the
the white man had treated him. He decided to punish
man for what had happened. Okonkwo would be ha
people of Umuotia decided to go to war with the whice
the people of Umuofia were wo frightened ro fight, then
tight alone. Okonkwo lay on his bed thinking what he

S0

—— Okonkuo Kill a Messenge

i

As the 5
un rose, peopl h
a ; ; Pie began to o e

“'lIt'rh::r to ¢ . ‘ and the two m all
wor bl he marker. When ¢ €y got there th e watked
45 tull, but more and '¢ the market-place

maore Pecy I L:, Fial

very ha i YPIE kept arriving,
Y 14PPY to see so many clansmen at ghe mﬂ;lf_ Okonkwo was
ing.

€0 a man sg
stood up and sh
Umuofi ' shouted a Ereetinge to the

ia kwenu,’ he shouted. These words i}ﬂ Thfuﬁmple.

vou, Umuofia,* The ma
Kr ; n then raised his lofs L. i
Yaa."all the people shouted bock ‘eft hand high in the air

.{ I s ¥ L]
¢ Fi:,”;:flﬂ kwenu,' the man shouted again
R EITH]:h'E man shoyted these words, he face
- F4ch time the crowd shouted back "r'; L
" ; H a

“I" ”ll.r i'li'l-v.iill I{] '\'H‘-'rk, -hr ‘:I | iiI ﬂf : kikH\ -E H‘-H.f

You all know why we
Mying,

da diﬁ't_*rr:nr

are here,! Okika said.

T_hf'!' Are Er'!r‘f'ng I"-"t‘ﬂ .ﬂﬂ Gr Eﬂl‘fﬁ arg

Whappy. AUse our clansmen haye made them
Okika st '
4l Fp‘-‘:.i ' qu "l"" 'I{"{: ’ ] '
Mhis is Was shaking. Then he continued

| i }.E'.]'{'éil' meeting," said Okika
Wi T : ;
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ther in agreement .
When the crowd hear
lrrh fia L'HL‘h I.JE'!'!L‘J'.

No. They are : i .
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hut_an- all the men of
n of Umuotis meetine
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komkawo Kills a Messenger

clansmen who tollow him,' said Okika. “We shall be fighting our
own people. But we must tight the white man. We must tight our
own people who follow him. We must drive away this white man
and his new religion. We must fight now.” |

At that moment, there was a sudden movement in the crowd
and evervone looked in the same direction. Five court
messengers were standing a few feet from the crowd. Nobody had
seen them arrive. They had come silently.

Okonkwo was sitting near them. He jumped to his feg
immediately and stood in front of the chief messenger. Okonkwi
was shaking with anger and hare. He could not speak. The
messenger stood still and looked ar Okonkwo. The other 16
messengers stood behind their triend. The crowd was sile
Nobody spoke a word.

‘Let me come past,’ the chiel messenger sand ar last.

“What do yvou want here?” asked Okonkwo,

'l have come with a message trom the white man, @
messenger replied. "The white man says that you must stop
meeting at once. .

Suddenly Okonkwo lifted his marchet. The messenger'$
thar Okonkwo was going to hit him. The messenger bent o
to escape from Okonkwo's matchet but he was too late. Okonl
brought down his matchet twice, and the messenger’s head 13§
the uruuml beside his I"'lhi"g.".

The people in the crowd ran m all directions. The e
was stopped. Okonkwo stood and looked at the dead messe
Okonkwo knew then that the people of Umuotia would nél
the whire man. Okonkwo knew it because they had let the
four messengers run away. He heard some men talking.

‘Why did Okonkwo kill the messenger!” they as
other.

Okonkwo then knew that he was alone, He was along !
his clan. He was still brave and strong but his clan was W
cowardly. He had fought the white man by himself. His el

1l
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The Death of Okonkwo

The Commissioner and his soldiers followed. The soldiers car-
ried guns. The Commissioner told the soldiers to shoot Ohierika
and his men if they tried ro run away.

Olbierika led the men to a place just outside one of the walls
of Okonkwo's compound. Then they came to a tree. Okonkwo's
body was hanging trom the tree. Okonkwo knew that the white
man would hang him if he found him alive. So Okonkwo had
decided to hang himself.

‘Perhaps your men can help us cut Okonkwo's body down

from the tree. And perhaps they can bury him, said Obierika.
“We have sent for strangers from another village. We have asked

them to come and cut him down, but they may not come for
long time.’

'Wlw can't you take the ]‘Hﬁ.h' Jown yuur.-'-{"hr{'r;f” the LCom
sioner asked.

‘It is against our laws, replied one of the men. ‘ltis a crime
4 man to kill himself. It is a crime against the Earth Cioddess,
the man who kills himself cannot be buried by his own clan
His body is bad and only strangers can touch it.”

Obierika looked at the Commissioner and his men.

“You are strangers in Umuotia,’ Obierika said. “That is whyd
are asking you to cut down Okonkwo's body from the tree.

Will you bury him like any other man?” asked the Co
S1ONer.

“We cannot bury him,' replied Obierika. ‘Only strangers
bury a man who has killed himselt.”

Obierika stopped talking and looked at the body of his fr
hanging from the tree.

“We will pay your men to cut Okonkwo's body down
bury him,’ Obierika said. “When you have buried him, we
the Earth Goddess to make the land clean again.’

Obierika suddenly turned to look at the Commissioner.
he screamed out loudly, with great anger in his voice.

“That man hanging there,’ shouted Obierika, ‘was one
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greatest men in Umuofi

whia. You made him kill ki '

I. : ; n': C gl r

oo o ey kill himself and now he

Obierika’s voice s i
as voice shook with an
anger. He was 50 ; &
mise EIHE that he could not say any more i e
eep quiet.” s i 3 I
"Tﬂl(g[: H:JIL{; hihtﬁlnd one of the messengers to Obierika
¥ _'I % - 1 4 - ™" i
¢ body down,” said the Commissioner to the chief

messenger. ‘Bring the bady of
4 dy of Okonkwo and all these people to

Yes, sir," replied the messenger.
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Points for Understanding
I

What discrice Jid Okonkwo live in?
Why was Okonkwo ashamed of his tather, Unoks?
Why did the clan respect Okonkwo!?

4
i

Why were the other districts afraid of Umotia !
What happened ro Tkemefuna?

3

Why did Okonkwo keep beating Nws we !

Why was Nwoye pleased when Ikemefuna came to live with
Okonkwa's amily !

Why did Okonkwo never let anyone see thar he was kind?

4

How did Okonkwo break the niles of rhe Week of Peace!?

"'."'.'h'l,' Jn.f F-:'q.'r””. H.'” ':.]'EHHI\C“'H 3] T:ILL‘ LOTHam 1[1||'|Lr-. 0 II‘IL‘ “J'IFI!H.'
of the Earth Goddess?

Why did Okookwo not tell anvone thar he was sorry !

Why were the ather villagers not pleased with Okonkwo!

J

Why were the first two days of the New Year so Hnportane !
Why was Ekwefi w0 excited when she heard the drums?

(5

Why was COkonkwo happy when Nwoye ¢ omplained abour the
U RTRRT ”I
Whit sort of stories did Nwove like to listen !

Whar was going to happen to Tkemefuna’
Whir did Esevdu rell Okonkwo not to da?

§7




1

one of the rules of the clan!

1 How had Okonkwao hroken
he was sure that Tkemefuna had been

7 How did Nwoye feel when
killed?

3 When did Nwoye lose his love for Okonkwa!

8

that he had become like a woman! |
that ke had a son like Maduka!
he had ralked to Obierika!

2.

1 Why did Ekwefi love Ezinma so much?
) Ezinma was an oghanje. What does that mean!

10

1 Why did Okonkwo think
7 Why did Okonkwo wish
1 How did Okonkwo feel after

L

§

.+
£

i

1 Who was Chielo!
7 Where did Chielo want to rake Ezinma! |
3 What did Ekwefi decide to do when Chielo took Ezinma aways

11

| How did the priestess, Chielo, get in and out of

gond, Agbala!
? Why were Ekwefi and Okonkwo happy that Ezinma had gone

into the cave of the god, Aghalal

12

1 Was the death of Ezeudu's son an accident!
7 What was the differcnce berween a ‘male’ crime and a ‘fen

il G P

the cave of

T —

crime!
3 Whar was Okonkwo’s punishment!
4 Where was Okonkwo going to go!
5 What happened to Okonkwo's compound!

88

! What did the Ora<

13

| Where did Okonkwo g0 fo in Mbanta!

2 What had always b€
3 Did Okonkwo think this wish would ever come true now!

4 Whar did Uchendu mean

en Okonkwo's one big wish!

when he said, ‘Mother is most

important of all'!

5 What was Uchendu's advice to Okonkwo!

§ .

Who was the stranger at Abame and how did he come there!
le tell the people of Abame about this

stranger!

Was the Oracle right!
Why did Okonkw® think the people of Abame were foolish!

Was Ohicrika afraid of the stories about the white men!
Was Okonkwo afraid of the white men!

i &
Why did the inte¥PIEer say the missionaries had come to

Mhbanta!
What did the misSionary say about the gods of the clan!

Why did Okonkww O stay at the meeting’
Why did Nwoye stay!

16

Why did Nwoye ®10t £0 too near the missionaries!
Whar did the pﬂ:_,jpl't of Mbanta think when the missionaries did

not die in the Ev il Forest?

7

Why did Okonlewvo beat Nwoye!
What did Nwoye= do when Okonkwo beat him!

What did Nwoye= want to do in Umuofial
Why did Ok onlc =0 remember his father, Unoka?
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18

Why did the clansmen not worry very much abour the people
who became converts!

Why did no one want to kill the missionaries!

How many of the osu became converts!

19

Why was Okonkwo ashamed of the clan in Mbanta?
[d the mulers of Mbanta continue o exclude the Christians?

20

Why did Okenkwo build a very large compound when he
returned to Ulmoofia?

How had Umuofia changed since Okonkwo had left it!

What had the District Commissioner brought to Ulmuofial
Who helped the District Commissioner in his work ?

Why was Okonkwo sad when he rerurned to Umiiafia?

What did Okonkwo want to do o the white men!

Why did Ohbierika think thar it was too Lire to save Umuotial

21

What had the white man brought ro Umuofia as well as religie
and government!

Why did Mr Brown build a school!

Okonkwo was lII‘Ihil]‘T‘"}' m Umuofia for two reasons, Une n 1
wis that ANy e ‘r]"Jl' in the clan had :Il._Lr|‘lrL'x| the white n
and had become weak. What was the other reason?
Whar did the clansmen think when they burnt the t:hm-:.-hfl

22 |

Why was Okonkwo happy after the burning of the church? ™
The Commissioner said he had brought 4 good government
Umuofia. How does this chaprer show thar it was an untalf
dishonest government! i
How powerful was the new government in Umuefia?

Whar did Okonkwo want to do to the white man now?
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Glossary

I customs ( page 4}.
€ ways of life of
from other people.
cooking and cating
= wrestler (page 7)
o wrestle is to fight 4
the ground, A WICstler
lustration on page 21)
3 bush fire {page 8)
a fire which m{muﬁ}w
ine (page 8
ﬁﬁ;'?ﬁmcﬁlrﬁk which comes from 2 palm tree. T F{!j} i lpafm |
Tee 1s to make a hole in the e 1o take out the liquid in 1 1€ [
The higuid is made ingo wine,
¥ be ashamed of someome (page 8)
to feel unhappy becayse SHMCOne im
your mother, does foolish things,
yam (page 9)
: large veperable which grows in
potato. It makes very goad food.
Tespect someone (page 9)
to be polite to someone because he
well. To think very well of
goatskin bag (page 14)
the skin of 4 goar i taken very carefully

The legs are caretully
holding things.

a group of people, which make them dih‘c_runt
For cxample, their way of arranging Mirtiages,
tood, burying people erc.

man by holding him

and pushing him o
15 @ man who fights

in this way, {See the

ry quickly from one teee 1o another,

partant to you, like you or

.

f

the ground. It is like A very lag

e —
=)

or she works hard and Jdoe
4 person,

x

trom the dead anim
closed and the skin js made into a bag

9 priest/priestess ipage 16) _ |
d man or woman who is 4 spectal servant of 4 aod, Th{-l‘;;.'
place where the image of the god is kepr. They do the ir :
the god tells them ro do. They also tell the people what o
wants them to do

10 kola-nuts (page 16) _ ‘
nuts from the kola tree in West Africa, It is g meﬂl o | _
and share the nuts witk visitors and guests to show ar th
Wi !u e,

HE - evil (page 17)

something very b

ad which is apainst the Liws of the o,

G2

B

12 Cowrie shells

(page 17)
special small

hells which WEre once yseqd as
1 parts of Africa and Indiz,
acle (page 14)
a god whp ¢ aks to the
Priestess ':'iﬂl.ﬁf”:i the
matchet (page 5)
a sharp knify (s J”usrmrmn DI Page 26)
Y twins (page 28)
Wo children hogg ar the same Fime
! Forese ( Page 28)
ad place where people
gods cannoy Protect them
shiver (pag, 29)
the way 4 Pemson’s hody Moves when he of she is g ther very cold
OF very afrgid.

money

AMong peopl
I3

people through the

mouth of jpy prie
People what 1 g, )

Al ar

from one misther
f don't g because ir i dangerons and the

v becomes Very hor wi
i fever

the worly of the Spiries {page 33)
“one people believe ¢y
Uioad and had forces li

the Spirigs, Cronnd
diangeroys

at there js 4p unseen world al) around gy

ve in this ungee world, These forces ape
Spirits help people . [ Spirits age
O people. When Pe
f the Spiris
‘N medicine man (page 33)
4 Man who knows the secrers of the Spj
SIS to help Peaple who are sick or in
‘L explode ( Page 41)
0 break into pieces with ;
COMIL 4 crime (page 41)
t disobey ¢he laws

fir world, He Can

ask the
tronh e

in thys case, the laws of the codls,
 albing ( Page 40)
e people are borm with no coloyr i their skin, hair and eyes,
Phis makes these People very whige. They have yep, white sk,
white hair and rn.--.fufnh-quluim:d eyes,
L)

NSy (page 5
o AN T h'J

1)
10 80Es to another ¢
The 15810
hindred Vi

Untry to fe
1aries who wen from Eyp
A A0 wanied

il People aboyt their
'PE 10 Africa ahoy,
the Africang o become ¢ hristians.
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e 99)
exclude — from the clan (page 63)

; I s Dol
I o i person joiming an the life of a clan Tlhi |I“.1II
] Lr 1 bt
Howed o do certain things which other people do
AR L 1 "

U4

-~ ']'1.'|I.1_’I*
ne whio changes his religion and believes in a new
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